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Fayette’s high schools to go hybrid after holidays
BY JOHN THOMPSON

tion, all traditional high schools
will start classes using the Synchronous Learning Hybrid Model
Jan. 7 through Jan. 14, 2021. All
high school students will return
for in-person instruction on Jan.
15,” the letter said.
The letter outlined the rationale for the decision.
“Unlike elementary and middle

JOHN@FAYETTE-NEWS.NET

High school students will
face a different kind of learning
through mid-January.
That’s the word from the system officials who announced the
change in a Dec. 17 letter.
“Out of an abundance of cau-

schools, there tend to be higher
transmission rates with this age
group due to greater mobility
(i.e., jobs, driver licenses, more
freedom to go places). Since the
amount of community spread
of the virus following the break
is unknown, we feel that implementing the Synchronous
Learning Model the first six days

of school is in the best interest of
the safety of students, their families, and our staff. The overall
goal of this initiative is to keep
all schools open and students receiving face-to-face instruction,”
the letter stated.
School officials said the Synchronous Learning Hybrid Model
provides real-time instruction to

all students five days a week, either in-person or synchronously
from home, based on their group.
“Starting Jan. 7, high school
students in “Group A” will report
to school for in-person instruction while students in “Group B”
will log-in from home via Zoom
for synchronous virtual learning,” the letter added.

Perdue makes
stop in Fayette
BY BRIAN WELLMEIER
MBWELLMEIER@GMAIL.COM

Help Bloom make Christmas
special for foster children
BY CHRISTOPHER DUNN
CHRISTOPHER@FAYETTE-NEWS.NET

Help Bloom and Santa make
Christmas wishes come true this
year by purchasing items off their
Amazon wishlist.
The wishlist features a variety
of clothing, toys, games, and other

items that you purchase and Bloom
will help Santa distribute to foster
children around the state. To view
the wishlist, go to bit.ly/AngelTreeWishlist.
Bloom is a local non-profit that offers physical, educational, and emotional support to children who have
been the victims of abuse, neglect,

or other tragic circumstances. They
aim to change the trajectory of their
lives through the better through
their foster parent program and
their Bloom Closet that provides foster children with free clothing, baby
gear, books, and school supplies.
For more information on how to get
involved, visit BloomOurYouth.org.

Data center gets OK in Fayetteville
BY BRIAN WELLMEIER
MBWELLMEIER@GMAIL.COM

Fayetteville’s City
Planning Commission on
Dec.15 unanimously voted
to approve the conceptual
site plan for the 1 million
square-foot Southeast Data
Center coming to Fayetteville.
The SEDC, brought to
Georgia by Joel Embry of
Oceanic Data Centers, will
be developed on more than
120 acres of land at Ga.
Highway 54 and Veterans
Parkway.
Since being reviewed

Construction expected to begin in 2021.
by the Georgia Regional
Transportation Authority
and Atlanta Regional Commission, the development of
the multi-building, 1.5 million square-foot facility is
expected to bring a series of
road construction projects
to Fayette County, including a multi-use path along
Highway 54 which would
directly connect Peachtree
City to Fayetteville.
Other conditions issued
by the GRTA and by the
county’s transportation

plan include intersection
enhancements on Tyrone
Road, an entrance to the
development and a fifty-foot
right-of-way along the
property frontage to allow
for the future widening of
Tyrone Road.
The data center, once
complete, will be composed
of eight buildings used to
house data to meet the rising demand for data storage
space as internet usage
continues to grow in and
around the Atlanta area.

According to Oceanic’s website, the primary
reasons Oceanic decided
to develop the SEDA in
Fayette County were based
on access to fiber providers,
the close proximity to the
Atlanta Metro Core Networks and Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International
Airport and the film
studios, exemptions from
state and local taxes and the
low-risk of natural disasters
in the region.
Construction for the data
center is expected to begin
in 2021, projected to be
built over a 10-year period.

Sen. David Perdue came through Fayette
County Dec. 15, one of 125 stops Perdue will
make throughout the state during his “Save
America Bus Tour.”
The event was at the Republican Headquarters
in Fayetteville, where Perdue was welcomed
onto the stage by Fayette County Commissioner
Randy Ognio and spoke for several minutes to
a crowd of supporters and local and state GOP
leaders.
During the event, the senator delivered
familiar rhetoric intended to fire-up his base
and took shots at Democrats, repeating many
of the accusations aired in political attack ads.
Perdue urged his supporters to get out and vote
early in-person for both republican tickets in the
runoff.
“We don’t get another shot at this,” the senator
told the crowd of supporters. “This is the last
line of defense.”
Perdue continued to align himself closely with
President Trump, touting that he was one of two
GOP senators who supported Trump during the
primaries in early 2016.
“I fought beside him to get elected,” Perdue
said. “I fought beside him to get this agenda
enacted, and I’m fighting beside him right now
to get a fair shake in November.”
Perdue went on to express doubt in the outcome of the presidential election.
“President Trump, we think, has every right
to go back and do a fair counting,” he said. “And
he hasn’t gotten it yet.”
Those in attendance followed Perdue outside,
where they signed the tour bus and took pictures
with the senator before his departure.
Perdue took questions before he boarded the
bus, stating his belief that this election isn’t as
much about the issues as much as it’s about preventing a democratic majority in the senate.
During the interview, the senator doubled-down on his thoughts regarding the election.
“I saw the electoral college yesterday,” Perdue
said. “But that’s not necessarily the last issue.
We’ll see how that turns out, but we’re going
to work with whoever’s in the White House to
make sure we continue to have balance in our
government.”
Perdue is among a shrinking list of republicans questioning the outcome of the presidential
election, but Georgia Secretary of State Brad
Raffenspurger maintains there is no evidence of
wide-spread voter fraud.
Sen. Perdue said that he’d work with Democrats in the senate if he defeats John Ossoff in
January, adding that his biggest priority is extending the CARES package and bringing relief
to Georgians.
An Insider Advantage and Fox 5 poll taken
from 500 likely Georgia voters showed a close
race, with Perdue leading his democratic opponent John Ossoff 49 to 47 percent.
Everyone who attended the event had their
temperatures taken before entering the building, and about half of those in attendance wore
masks.

Motion for a new murder trial continued
BY JOHN THOMPSON
JOHN@FAYETTE-NEWS.NET

For the first time in 15 years, Holly
Harvey spent a night in Fayette County.
Harvey was one of two teenage girls
who killed Harvey’s grandparents in
2004 and splashed Fayetteville across
the pages of newspapers across the state.
She was back in town to ask for a trial
in the case. Harvey and Sandy Ketchum
both took plea deals in the case, but
Harvey is now claiming she should get
a trial because of her attorney’s inade-
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quate representation.
The case was slated for a 9:15 a.m.
hearing before Judge Fletcher Sams,
but Harvey’s lead attorney could not be
there because of the pandemic.
The case was continued and is probably bound for Griffin, which has a
virtual courtroom.
At 7:37 p.m. on Aug. 2, 2004, the
Fayette County Sheriff’s Department
received a Spalding County call. A
friend of Harvey’s, Sarah Pope, had

Sen. David Perdue came through Fayette County
Dec. 15, one of 125 stops Perdue will make
throughout the state during his “Save America
Bus Tour.”
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Senate race comes to Peachtree City
Hundreds gathered at Drake Field in Peachtree City for a Save America Rally. Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas and Rep. Elect Burgess Owens told the crowd that their vote Jan. 5 to elect the incumbent Republican senators would save the country from ruin.
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Merry
Christmas!
Warm wishes for happy,
healthy days from the Fayetteville
and Peachtree City staff!
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School board recognized as exemplary for a 5th time
BY BRIAN WELLMEIER
MBWELLMEIER@GMAIL.COM

The Georgia School Boards
Association recognized Fayette
County’s Board of Education as
an exemplary board. The Fayette County Schools Facebook
page posted the honor Dec.16.
The GSBA’s recognition program is intended highlight the
exceptional practices in school
governance and leadership,
foster educational community cultures for the purpose of
advancing student learning and
achievement and to increase

FROM PAGE A1

just been visited by
the girls who were on
their way to the beach.
The girls’ clothes were
covered in blood, Pope
told officials, and they
initially said they were
mugged.
Then Harvey made
a chilling confession,
then Fayette County
Sheriff’s Department
Lt. Colonel Bruce Jordan said.
“She held up a knife
and told Pope, ‘I just
killed my grandparents,’” Jordan said.
Two Fayette County
deputies were dispatched to the scene on
Plantation Drive.
When the deputies
arrived, they discovered the blood-covered
bodies of the Colliers.
“You could see Mr.
Collier face up in the
kitchen,” Jordan said.
Later, deputies discovered Sarah Collier
in the basement with
several stab wounds
near her heart. Officials said Sarah Collier
had 22 stab wounds,
while Carl had between
12 and 15 injuries.
Jordan said police
were able to track the
girls to Tybee Island,
where the arrests
were made. It was
in the small offices
of the Tybee Island
Police Department that
Ketchum confessed the
crimes to Jordan, the
detective said.
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Eyebrow microblading
passes unanimously;
tattooing still restricted
BY BRIAN WELLMEIER
MBWELLMEIER@GMAIL.COM

On Dec.17, the Fayetteville City Council amended the city’s Chapter 58
health and sanitation
code, altering the ordinance’s language to
permit the procedure of
microblading in Fayetteville.           
Now, according to the
new language in the
ordinance, microblading
of the eyebrow can be
performed in the city, but
only by a cosmetologist
dually licensed to practice
cosmetology in the state of
Georgia.           
David Rast, the director of community and
economic development,
presented the item and
said the changes the
city has made include
the establishment of two
permits: one specifically
for microblading of the
eyebrow, and another for
body art such as tattooing.           
Unlike tattooing, microblading is a semi-permanent cosmetic procedure
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involving small, fine-point
needles as opposed to a
tattoo gun.            The new
language in the ordinance
creates a distinction
between tattooing and
microblading, which had
previously fallen under
Fayetteville’s ordinance
stating that body art
could only be performed
by a licensed physician.           
The ordinance’s distinction between tattooing and microblading
is intended to allow for
cosmetic procedures of
the eyebrow while also
preventing tattoo parlors
from flooding the city.           
The city council had
previously tabled the
motion until regulatory
guidelines could be established.  The language
in the city’s health and
sanitation code still requires that any procedure
considered tattooing of a
person’s body, as defined
by state law, can only be
performed, legally, by a
physician dually licensed
to practice medicine in
the state of Georgia.

effectiveness, according to the
Fayette County BOE’s website.
This is the fifth year Fayette
County’s BOE has earned the
GSBA’s recognition, the highest
level of recognition a BOE can
achieve through the organization’s three tier, three awards
process.
The current members on
Fayette County’s BOE are Scott
Hollowell, chairman, District 3;
Roy Rabold, vice-chairman, District 2; Dr. Barry Marchman,
District 1; Leonard Presberg,
District 4; and Brian Anderson,
District 5.

State tops 500,000
COVID-19 cases

Schools offering free
breakfasts

less of the deadline.
— By Brian Wellmeir

On Sunday, the Georgia Department of
Public Health Sunday
confirmed the total of
COVID-19 cases statewide stands at 509,588,
up from 476,044 last
Sunday.
The total is up more
than 33,000 from last
week. Some confirmed
cases from the last 14
days might not be reflected or accounted for
as recent illnesses might
not be reported yet or
might have pending test
results.
Delays in reporting
can cause the number of
COVID-19 cases reported on previous days to
increase and might not
reflect cases that have
yet to be reported. Given
the time taken to conduct laboratory testing,
confirmed cases from a
previous day might be
added to the daily counts
a few days later.
Fayette County has
3,294 cases, up more
than 100 cases last week.
and 65 deaths. Neighboring Coweta County
has 4,570 cases and 72
deaths. Statewide, more
than 4.9 million tests
have been conducted.
The state has a 9.7 percent positive test rate.
— By John Thompson

As many families struggle financially during the
pandemic, the Fayette
County school system is
doing what it can to provide relief.
For the remainder of
the 2020-2021 school year,
the Fayette County School
Nutrition Department is
offering free breakfast to
all students, according
the Fayette County Public
Schools Facebook page.
Whether families are on
a tight budget or the children simply woke up late
and scrambled through
another morning rush, all
students in any Fayette
County school can sit
down for a free breakfast
in the cafeteria each morning before classes begin.
According to the Fayette
County School Nutrition
Facebook page, the School
Nutrition Meal Order
form is available online.
Families should complete
the form every Friday by
5 p.m. to receive meals for
the upcoming week. But
anyone who submits the
form will be served the
first of the week, regard-

Newnan cops on the
hunt for murder suspect

Find us
online!

The city of Newnan
suffered another murder
on Dec.13.
According to the city,
at 6:03 p.m., the Newnan
Police Department was
called to the area of 11
Dowdell Street for a
report of a male victim
shot. Upon arrival, police
officers located a male victim lying on the interior
stairwell.
Police said first responders attempted life-saving
measures and transported
the victim to a local hospital where the male victim
succumbed to his injuries.
The victim has was
identified as Tavarus Menjuan Mitchell, 28-years old
of Newnan.
The department asks
the public to call if they
have any information that
may lead to the identification and arrest of the person or persons involved.
Witnesses may contact the
Criminal Investigations
Unit at 770-254-2355.
— By John Thompson
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Happy
holidays –
even this
year

W

e’re now well into the holiday season
and, thankfully and mercifully, the
home stretch of 2020. It’s been a year of
a pandemic, social unrest, and an election that
refuses to end. Many of us will not be sad to see
this year conclude.
I have no issue with the term “Happy Holidays”
as there is more than one holiday in the season.
If you spend this week screaming “It’s Christmas! Say Merry Christmas!” then you should
probably be aware that it’s actually Advent on
the Christian Calendar and that Hanukkah runs
from Dec. 10 through Dec. 18.
Also be aware that yelling at a
CHARLIE
cashier or barista because their
HARPER
employer has “Happy Holidays”
on their decorations isn’t likely
to spread the love of Jesus that
you profess. That employee has zero input on
corporate merchandising, but they may form
their opinions on Christianity from how they are
treated by Christians.
The “War on Christmas” is largely a diversion
within conservative circles. It was concocted by
consultants and activists who would prefer to
whip a base into a perpetual frenzy rather than
have their candidates take stands and pose solutions on actual problems of the day.
It’s not like we all didn’t know that wouldn’t
end well, but I can’t say I would have thought it
would have ended with a Republican President
saying he was ashamed of a Republican Governor he previously endorsed, or the Georgia GOP
suing the Republican Secretary of State, or the
state of Texas suing the state of Georgia. And
yet, here we are.
Lest my left-of-center friends gloat too much
over this criticism, I’d suggest they might want
to check in on their own “war on holiday gatherings of peasants”. Nothing gets me into a holiday
spirit more than knowing Denver’s Mayor took
the time to tweet from the airport to stay home
and avoid travel for Thanksgiving before he flew
away to meet his family.
At least he flew commercial. Austin’s Mayor
flew on a private jet to Cabo San Lucas where he
recorded a video urging Austin residents to stay
home if possible. The trip was to attend a wedding gathering of more than ten people.
These are but mere short term blips in history.
The holidays we celebrate over the next three
weeks have roots that are more than 2,000 years
deep. Despite all of the disruptions from “normal” this year, their significance is as relevant
today as a couple of millennia ago.
Hanukkah is a celebration of the miracle of
barely enough olive oil to light a temple menorah
for one night, but the oil lasting for eight. Many
of us found ourselves unprepared for shutdowns
that began in March. After months of empty
store shelves and closed supply chains, I think
those of us of all faiths can appreciate a week
of celebrating making what was provided for us
last.
As for Christmas, it’s probably a good time
to remember that the first one didn’t exactly go
according to plan. Joseph didn’t get engaged to
Mary expecting to be a father immediately. It
was a census year, but they didn’t expect to end
up delivering their baby in a barn while en route
to pay their taxes.
Their expectations were changed. The result
changed the world.
We all had our expectations of what 2020 would
be like when it started. I’m guessing there are
very few of us are ending up where we thought
we would be.
These holidays, often overlapping on the calendar and sandwiched between Thanksgiving
and New Year’s to complete a season, offer us
a continuous path. We begin by giving thanks
for what we have. We move on to a miracle that
gives us a week out of supplies for a day. Next,
we have the gift of a child that offers us a fresh
start and new beginning, leaving our past behind. We then turn the page to a new year, and
our own fresh start with 365 new days ahead of
us to change our world.
2020 is a year we’re ready to leave behind.
First, we should celebrate our holidays. Even
this year. Especially this year.
CHARLIE HARPER is a contributor to the Fayette County News.
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Remembering Christmas

D

o you remember your first
Christmas tree, perhaps a
young pine sapling cut from a
neighbor’s pasture? Do you remember helping put the mostly homemade decorations
on the spindly
branches, the
aroma of fresh cut
pine, perfume to
your tiny nose?  Do
you remember the
big red, green and
blue bulbs the only
lights in the living
LYNN
room except for
HORTON
the space heater
whose blue and
gold flames danced
like magic and made your shadow (
you were stretching to reach higher and higher branches) look like
the Ghost of Christmas Past?
   I have been trying to call up
memories of past Christmases for
days now. Every evening at my
early bedtime, (Bill believes it is
time to get jammies on when the
sun sets and the moon rises), I lie
awake next to him and remember
back as far as I possibly can. Not
at four when I am “kind of” able to
remember birthdays because my
mother had studio photos made
of her only child. But Christmas
memories that early? No, nothing
real comes to my mind.
   I seek out a Christmas memory
at five years old, at six; No, nothing but a fleeting moment at my
grandmother’s farmhouse in the
“fur” room or parlor where they
always put their skinny little cedar
Christmas tree. That was the room
so named because it was the “furthest” from the kitchen, and parlor
because it had a fine old horsehair
sofa and a velvet painting of the
Last Supper and so was nice for
the visiting preacher. There was
also a feather bed behind the big
pine door in the corner where I
slept when visiting with my two
youngest aunts. So, yes, I have a
six-year-old’s memory of lying quiet
under a pile of quilts and watching
the embers in the fireplace die and
with them my last clear vision of
that tree.
But with the curtains open and a

H

near-full moon, I could still see the
silver foil ornaments—made from
carefully preserved gum wrappers
and from the insides of my uncle’s
cigarette packs—spin like ballet
dancers in the air which was creeping into the house from the ancient
windows. There were popsicle
sticks saved from infrequent summer treats, too. These were tied together with bright yarn after they
had been painted white or barn
red...colors left over from repairs to
the outbuildings. The house itself
had not seen paint in years, but I
loved its weathered grey boards, a
fitting background for the morning
glory vines and ivy that crept all
over the porch and chimney.
   It was the Christmas of my
seventh year that my memory is as
bright and clear as upon “the crest
of a new-fallen snow.” I memorized
the entire “Night before Christmas” poem that winter and was
called on to perform at any and all
family and school events.
  I see as plainly as anything the
day my Dad and uncle took me
out to the farm to cut a tree and to
watch as they took turns shooting
mistletoe out of treetops. I remember begging my dad to carry me
because I was so tired of stumbling
over the frozen mud ruts in the
fields behind my grandparent’s
house.
That night just Mom, Daddy and
I gathered the boxes of shiny ornaments from the “Five and Dime”,
strings of lights and soft drug
store cotton that would grace our
tree. It would be three more years
till I was no longer an only child,
so this Christmas it seemed that
every prettily wrapped gift had
a tag with my name on it, and on
Christmas morning there was no
question as to what child the bright
blue Western Flyer bike was for! !
   There are memories of our
church choir with Mama singing,
school plays, live Nativity scenes,
and of my reading of the birth of
Christ from Luke on Christmas
Eve before the members of The
First Christian Church of Tupelo,
Mississippi.  
   While those were some of my
first true Christmas memories, by

test. Her claim to fame
was winning the State
Fair’s Hog Calling Contest. No one can “suey”
like Hope.
This year’s church
concert is drawing closer.
With so much talent,
Mel’s granddaughter,
Hope Ferdebest, continues being asked to perform with her hometown
church choir even though
she now lives two hours
away. This gifted young
lady is the main attraction as she will perform
all the solos.
A commercial interrupts this story. I suppose
with all the choir members in this movie having
pretty white teeth (which
we can see during their
rehearsals), it would be a
natural for Crest to have
a commercial.
Returning to our program, we see our soloist
clutching at her throat a
bit. Have you ever noticed
actors asking other actors
throughout a program,
“Are you OK?” Well, I
have and it is so irritating that I started counting. In this show alone,

with everyone worried
about our soloist, I counted 11 times. (My second
most irritating question
asked in movies is, “What
are you doing here?”)
Anyway, she is NOT
alright and runs off stage
to find a lozenge.
Commercial for? You
guessed it. It’s Hall’s Breezes throat lozenges. These
throat drops come in many
flavors like strawberry,
cherry, raspberry, and
grape. I stayed to watch
this ad. My throat was
beginning to hurt, too.
When we return, there
is no sight of our gal!
Where could she be? The
whole church choir starts
looking for her…in the
chorus room, in the ladies
restrooms, in the dining
hall, in the kitchen pantry,
in the court yard, in the
church library, in the
pastor’s office, and in the
Sunday School classes. I
mean everywhere.
She is nowhere to be
found, although everyone
is wishing and HOPE
FERTEBEST.
Then Hallmark holds us
in suspense with another
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No Hope at Christmas

aving started
watching Hallmark
Christmas Movies to
chase off the blues from
COVID and the chaos
from the recent Presidential election, I found that
reviewing these
movies
has
helped
my
mental
health
tremendously.
LEE
How
are you
ST. JOHN
doing?
After seven grandsons,
Mel Odious, is tickled
pink (idiom intended)
learning he now has a
granddaughter, Hope. Ira
Pent Church in Arkansas
was proud to watch Mel’s
progeny grow up to be a
hometown darling.
Like Mel, she has a
beautiful singing voice.
Hope sang in concerts
across the state and
although not a beauty, she
did win the talent portion
in the Miss Arkansas con-

P.O. Box 96, Fayetteville, Ga. 30214 • Phone: 770-461-6317
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the next year we had been uprooted
and my dad sent to Fort Jackson,
South Carolina. I have no remembrance of that December, but the
next year, during the Korean War,
stationed on the island of Okinawa
(and unknown to me, about to be
a big sister), my parents went all
out, and at nine years old I had the
biggest, best and most memorable
Christmas of all! A new doll, a 45
RPM Record player, a birthstone
ring, books and more books, and
there is still in our photo archives,  a picture of my dad and
our good friend Bo laying the track
around the tree for my new electric
train! Christmas Day was replete
with a huge turkey and all the
trimmings. The happiest of memories—even so far from our country,
our home and our relatives. Even
in difficult times not unlike today.
   I want to recommend a favorite
book for you this year. It is Truman
Capote’s “A Christmas Memory,”
which of course is where the inspiration for much of my reminiscing
today has come from. The book,
set in the 1930’s, looks back at the
author’s sad circumstances made
lovely and somehow wondrous by
his relative, a cousin who though
a much older woman “ was a child,
too.”
   Each year her voice calling out,
“It’s fruitcake weather” was like
a glad herald, and the boy’s heart
burst with excitement and his mind
conjured visions of all the things
he and his cousin would do in order
to make 31 fruitcakes for friends
and for President Roosevelt!
   The book is a beautiful, if bitter
sweet, reminder of how those small
gifts made with love and given in
the spirit of the Greatest Gift, are
the ones to be treasured...Forever,
like that First Christmas. The only
one we must truly never forget.
   May you have a blessed Christmas, one filled with sweet memories of the past, while you make
more sweet memories of today.
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grammar, spelling, and punctuation. Unsigned, libelous, or profane letters will not be published. • We reserve the right to edit all submitted materials. • Liability for errors in advertising will not exceed the space occupied by the error.

The opinions, beliefs, and viewpoints expressed by the various authors of the editorial page do not necessarily reflect the opinions, beliefs, and viewpoints of GFW Holdings, LLC.

commercial; I chose not to
watch this one. I changed
the channel to watch something to bide my time until
the Hallmark movie comes
back on. This station’s
commercial is almost
over, so I watch it until the
storyline continues.
When it does, there is
some man who is sitting in
a fast food restaurant. He
eyes a pretty girl sitting in
the next booth drinking
hot cocoa and rubbing
her throat as though she
is in pain. She knows this
is J.L. Breaker, a convict
recently released from
jail for stealing chickens
from a local farm. The
girl becomes nervous and
wonders…wait a minute.
This is the IDTV channel
I changed to during the
Hallmark commercial.
Let me go back to my
movie.
I have now missed how
the choir found our soloist, but after they do, the
concert practice session
can continue (the lozenges she found helped) and
now instead of NO HOPE
SEE NO HOPE, PAGE A5

The Meeting Place

Fayette County Commission meets the second
and fourth Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m.
Fayette County Planning Commission meets
the first Thursday of the month at 7 p.m.
Fayetteville City Council meets the first and
third Thursday of the month at 6 p.m.; work session on Wednesday eight days prior to meeting.
Fayetteville Planning Commission meets the
fourth Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m.
Peachtree City Council meets the first and
third Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m.
Peachtree City Planning Commission meets
the second and fourth Monday at 7 p.m.
The Fayette County Board of Education meets
the third Monday of the month at 7 p.m.
Tyrone Town Council meets first and third
Thursday at 7 p.m. Brooks Town Council meets
the third Monday of every month at 6:30 p.m.
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“What happened in the 2020 election”

headline article in
the AJC last week
focused on Georgia
Republican legislators
convening for a hearing
on “what happened in the
2020 election.” (Lawmakers push election changes
in ’21, AJC 12/4/20.)
Because of “what
happened in the 2020
election,” the Republican
majority in the State
Legislature will consider
passing new voting laws
in the upcoming session.
Because of “what happened in the 2020 election” the Georgia House
is launching an investigation.
It is crucial that we
understand “what happened in the 2020 election”
because it affects the trust
each and every Georgian
holds in our election
system.
Every state is responsible for carrying out
elections. State laws surrounding voting methods,
locations, and early voting
dates vary. The $105
Million Georgia recently
spent on a secure system
of voter check-in devices,
poll pads, digital voting
machines, printers, and
ballot scanners were purchased, tested, installed,
and operated in order to
provide a fair and secure
election.
The Secretary of State
is in charge of elections.
Georgia’s Secretary of
State is a Republican,
Brad Raffensperger,
who was elected in 2018.

Raffensperger employs
an entire staff dedicated
to providing a fair and
secure election. Georgia
also uses a network of
County election offices,
with election officials,
poll workers, and poll
watchers all trained and
dedicated to assuring a
fair and secure election
throughout each of our
159 counties.
Overall, Georgians cast
their ballots in record
numbers. Ballots were
verified by comparing the
number of digital votes
cast with the number of
paper ballots counted.
After the results were
in, the Secretary of State
exercised his option to
conduct an audit – a recount of 100 percent of the
votes for President. In the
audit, every paper ballot
in the state was counted a
second time and the votes
for President tabulated.
And a third verification
took the form of a statewide recount, in which
every digital vote cast was
recounted.
Absentee ballot applications were signature-verified at County elections
offices upon receipt. Later,
when the absentee ballot
was received, the County
elections offices verified
the signature a second
time, comparing the
signature on the envelope
with the signature on
file before separating the
envelope from the ballot to
assure voter privacy. Having the absentee ballot on

file at the County elections
office assured that voters
could not show up to the
polls later to vote a second
time. Poll workers were
specially trained to cancel
absentee ballots for those
who changed their minds
and showed up at the polls
wishing to vote in person.
With federal, state,
county, and district races
and initiatives on the ballots, our election system is
complex. Fayette County
alone had 19 different ballots and 36 precincts. A total of nearly 300 poll workers, as well as specialized
Absentee-By-Mail Staff,
Recount Staff and Tech
Team Staff, processed
72,421 votes following
strict security protocols.
(72,421 votes were cast
in Fayette out of 92,307
registered voters, a record
78.5% voter turnout.)
Following November 3,
the unthinkable happened
in Fayette County: The total number of digital votes
cast did not match the
total number of paper ballots counted. The counts
were off by 2,670. It was
the audit that resulted
in recovery of a missing
memory card with – you
guessed it – 2,670 digital
votes.
It is worth noting that
a handful of other Georgia counties experienced
similar anomalies and,
like Fayette, reconciled
their counts as a result
of both the audit and the
recount. In all cases, the
disparities were inves-

tigated and found to be
due to human error and
not malfeasance. They
were all resolved with no
resulting change in the
election outcomes.
The election results
from the original counts,
the audit, and the recount in Georgia were
consistent. Our multi-million-dollar voting system
worked and your vote
counted. Georgia’s Republican Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, and Election
Operations Manager have
assured us of the integrity
of our election.
Dead people did not
vote. Children did not cast
ballots. No widespread
fraud took place. No
nefarious activities could
be substantiated. Georgians can rest assured we
enjoyed a free and secure
election.
Georgia’s Secretary of
State certified the election
results on November 20,
2020. Following the recount, he re-certified the
election results December
7.
So why the headlines?
“What happened in the
2020 election,” in Georgia,
you see, is the Republican
candidate for President
received fewer votes than
his Democratic opponent.
“It is not the job of
the secretary of state’s
office to deliver a win”
stated Secretary of State
Raffensperger. “I’m a
conservative Republican
and I’m disappointed, but

those are the results.” Of
course, many of us are
disappointed. But the
Secretary of State cannot
overturn an election and,
as it turns out, neither
can the Governor. Governor Kemp has declined
an invitation from four
State Legislators to call
a special session of the
Georgia legislature for the
purpose of overturning
the Presidential election
results. According to
Kemp, doing so would be
unconstitutional.
With increased desperation and hysteria,
shouts that our election
system is compromised
have reached psychotic
new heights. The only
thing missing is evidence
of fraud. Knee-jerk calls
for new voter ID laws,
a re-evaluation of our
voting systems, and elimination of mail-in voting
are all intended to solve a
problem that doesn’t exist.
“We cannot allow
misinformation about our
elections to endanger our
state’s exceedingly bright
future” quotes Republican
Lieutenant Governor Jeff
Duncan. (Election results
won’t change Georgia,
AJC, 12/9/20.) “I’m highly
concerned with the characterization of our recent
presidential election as
illegal, rigged, or unfair.”
The truth will not get in
the way of the naysayers.
State Senators have conducted two hearings, with
no actionable outcome.
Georgia’s House members

are investigating. Investigating what, they’re not
saying. “This issue isn’t
going to go away unless
we make some changes,”
stated the Georgia Senate
Republican Whip Steve
Gooch. Gooch didn’t share
what “this issue” is. And
the ballots they challenge
are the same ballots that
re-elected themselves,
nearly every State Senator, and most State
Representatives in our
Republican-led state.
Eight-year-olds, after
losing a soccer game, line
up alongside their teammates for the high fives,
congratulating their opponents with, “good game,
good game, good game…”
Georgia’s state legislators are less magnanimous. “What happened
in the 2020 election” is a
free and fair election took
place. Republican candidates prevailed in Fayette
and in most jurisdictions
statewide. The Republican
candidate for President
did not.
We as fellow Georgians
can now take a collective
deep breath and prepare
to move on. Let’s come together with a shared goal
of making 2021 a terrific
year, one of prosperity
and good health for all
Georgians. Good game,
good game….
Kim Learnard
Peachtree City
(770) 826-6707
Former City Council member,
Peachtree City

NO HOPE: Wishing you and yours a Merry Christmas!
FROM PAGE A4

AT CHRISTMAS, there will be
HOPE AT CHRISTMAS. After
the concert there will be punch,
popcorn balls, and everyone
will gather to build a fake snowman with fake snow.

Cast: Hope Ferdebest – Katy
Perry
Mel Odious– Ted Danson
Choir Director – some winner
from America’s Got Talent –
don’t know his name
J.L. Breaker – Jack Nicholson
I am giving this movie three

out of 10. The church wasn’t decorated all that much, no Hallmark cocoa, and especially no
dog! They asked “Are you OK?”
11 times. I loved the popcorn
balls and there was Christmas
music sung by a choir, and a
frosty snowman, although built

Coyotes spotted
on Redwine Road      
BY BRIAN WELLMEIER
MBWELLMEIER@GMAIL.COM

Numerous Fayette
County residents have
spotted coyotes in
Lakemont and surrounding neighborhoods along
Redwine Road in recent
weeks.           
Coyotes instinctively
fear humans, but they can
be a threat to small pets
and children unaccompanied by an adult. A coyote
actually attacking a child,
however, is extremely
rare.           
Jerry Collins, the director of the Fayette County
Animal Shelter, said
there isn’t much that can
be done about the coyote
population in the county,
as the shelter does not
provide nuisance wildlife
removal service.           
The FCAS advises
residents to take general
safety precautions like
removing readily accessible food and accompanying small animals
and children outside if
coyote sightings become
a frequent occurrence.           

The FCAS states that
residents should call 911 if
a coyote displays abnormal behavior and appears
unafraid by humans or if
a person is attacked by a
coyote.           
The Georgia Department of Natural Resources recommends
taking pets inside during
the night, as this is the
coyote’s primary hunting hours, and keeping
outdoor pets and small
livestock or poultry in
an enclosed or sheltered
area.
According to the DNR,
despite its reputation as
a nuisance, the coyote
serves to maintain balance in Georgia’s rodent
population.

with fake snow.
I’ve been asking myself,
“What are you doing here?” so
this will be the last Hallmark
Christmas movie in 2020 I will
watch.
Wishing you and yours a Merry Christmas!

LEE ST. JOHN is a 2019 #1 Best Selling
Author on Amazon with her book “Teacher
Tattletales and Other Southern Shenanigans and was in the Final Four for 2019
Georgia Author of the Year with her book,
“She’s a Keeper! Cockamamie Memoirs
from a Hot Southern Mess.”

fayette-news.net

Find us
online!

facebook.com/
FayCoNews
On Twitter:
@FayetteGA

CITY OF PEACHTREE CITY, GEORGIA
SCHEDULE OF PROJECTS FUNDED THROUGH SPECIAL LOCAL OPTION SALES TAX (S.P.L.O.S.T.)
BRIDGES, INTERSECTIONS, ROADWAYS, AND STREESCAPES/PATHS PURPOSES
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Project
Roadways

Original
Cost
Estimated
$ 29,619,180

Current
Cost
Estimated
$

27,998,250

Prior
Years
Expenditures

Current
Year
Expenditures

Total
Expenditures

Estimated
Completion
Date

$

6,117,930

$ 5,865,219

$ 11,983,149

July 2022.

Multi-Use Path System

9,564,545

9,564,545

1,737,488

1,691,384

3,428,873

July 2022.

Public Safety

3,316,110

3,331,659

404,226

1,752,511

2,156,737

July 2022.

Parks & Recreation

1,023,000

1,160,000

846,826

59,810

July 2022.

Lake Peachtree Dam/Spillway

1,950,000

3,768,381

3,660,301

16,854

906,636
3,677,155

45,822,835

$ 12,766,771

$ 9,385,778

$ 22,152,550

Total

$ 45,472,835

$

*Complete

*project is complete but there is additional expense forthcoming for debt service.

CITY OF FAYETTEVILLE, GEORGIA
SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES FOR CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS FUNDED BY
SPECIAL PURPOSE LOCAL OPTIONS SALES AND USE TAX
MONTH ENDED JULY 2020

EXPENDITURES

ESTIMATED
COST

REVISED
ESTIMATED
COST

Fire Safety Equipment and Vehicles

3,000,000.00

3,000,000.00

1,211,604.66

Police Safety Equipment and Vehicles
Fire Building and Land: Station 93
Road, Street, and Bridge Projects
Water, Sewer, Stormwater Projects
Recreational and Park Projects

1,109,000.00
1,000,000.00
7,000,872.00
9,500,000.00
3,400,000.00

1,109,000
1,000,000.00
7,000,872.00
9,500,000.00
3,400,000.00

574,863.48
78,641.00
1,033,246.78
2,816,400.88

25,009,872.00

25,009,872.00

5,714,756.80

CONSTRUCTION
PROJECTS

PRIOR
YEARS

TOTAL

ESTIMATED
PERCENTAGE
COMPLETION

168,796.72 ₁

1,380,401.38

0.46

99,361.09
₃
955,740.32
1,804,723.93 ₅
₆

674,224.57
78,641.00
1,988,987.10
1,804,723.93
2,816,400.88

0.61
0.08
0.28
0.19
0.83

3,028,622.06

8,743,378.86

0.35

CURRENT
YEAR

2017 SPLOST:

Tired of
looking for a
car or home?

Try the
Classifieds!

CURRENT YEAR EXPENDITURES
₁ Fire Truck 91
₂ Purchase of (two) 2020 Ford Interceptors for Public Safety Vehicles
₃₄ Resurfacing projects: White Road, Normandy Drive, Kathi Avenue, Lafayette Avenue, Nancy lane
Master Path Plan Project
₅ Equipment purchase for the waste water treatment plant upgrade
₆-

Obituaries
A6 Fayette County News 
Lynn Franklin Murphy
Beloved wife, sister,
sister-in-law, aunt and
friend, Lynn Franklin
Murphy, 69, passed away
on Saturday, December
12,2020. She was born in
Chandler, Arizona, on
Apr, 24, 1951, to George
Walton and Helen Reid
Franklin and grew up in
a military family, moving frequently within
the Unites States and in
Europe as well.
Her early years of
schooling were in Pittsburg, Pa., Arlington, Va.,
Carlisle, Pa., Fontainebleau, France, and she
finished high school in
Warner Robbins, Ga.,
graduating in just three
years with a major in
art history. It was at
Mercer that she met her
future husband, Burkette
[Buck] Dean Murphy III,
who was a law student

Wednesday, December 23, 2020
at that time. They were
married on September
11, 1971. She followed
Buck to San Pedro, Calif., as an army wife, and
then returned with him
to his native Georgia
where she was lived for
the past 46 years. Lynn
became a big part of the
Murphy family and of
the local community as
the backbone of Buck’s
Fayetteville law practice
for over 40 years.
Lynn loved to travel
and had traveled extensively in Europe,
South America, Asia,
the Middle East, and the
Caribbean. She loved the
experience and never lost
the wanderlust she developed in childhood. She
loved her furry children
(Sidney, Barney, Chesterfield, Philip, Ginger, and
Charlie). She was kind
and generous and loved
by all who knew her.

She will be greatly
missed.
Lynn is preceded in
death by her parents, and
her son, Benjamin Noah.
She is survived by her
loving husband, Burkette
[Buck] Dean Murphy III,
Newnan, Ga.; her sister
Lea Franklin Hamilton
of Newnan, Ga.; and
her brother George W.
Franklin (Gena) of Hilton Head, S.C., as well as
three nieces and seven
great nieces and nephews. Interment will be
in the Fayetteville City
Cemetery with a private
graveside service.
A memorial celebration
of her life will take place
at a later time in 2021.
The family has asked
in lieu of flowers contributions be made to the
Joseph Sams School.
Mowell Funeral Home
& Cremation, Fayetteville – www.mowells.com

Bobby Sams Jackson

After his service, he
was recruited by Lockheed and spent his career
as a senior design engineer until his retirement
in 1990. While at Lockheed his work enabled
him to live in Canada,
England, and California.
In retirement, he
found joy in traveling
and reconnecting with
old friends and family.
Bobby was a wonderful
husband and father and a
great neighbor to all.
Donations in memory of
Bobby may be made to the
Inman United Methodist
Church, Maintenance
Fund, 151 Hills Bridge
Road, Fayetteville, Ga.
30215 or the BFB Foundation www.bfbfoundation.
org/donate.

Bobby Sams Jackson,
89, of Woolsey GA, passed
away Monday, December 14, 2020. Bobby was
predeceased by his wife
of 62 years, Willene Jackson, and his infant son,
Robbie; he is survived by
his daughter, Jennifer
Jackson of Charlotte, N.C.
Bobby was born and
raised in Woolsey. He
loved the country life and
developed a lifelong love
of cats.
Bobby was a graduate
of Georgia Military Academy and attended Southern Tech. He served in
the Army for two years
and was stationed in Trieste, Italy. This sparked a
lifelong passion for travel.

East Coweta High
ended first semester
at home
Richard Allen Schlosser
Richard Allen Schlosser,
74, of Peachtree City, Georgia passed away December
16, 2020.
He was born on September 23, 1946 in Pennsylvania to the late William
Allen and Dorothy Collison Schlosser.
Richard is survived

Willene Davies
Jackson
Willene Davies Jackson, 82, of Fayetteville Ga, passed away
Wednesday, December 2,
2020.  Willene was predeceased by infant son, Robbie Jackson; she is survived by her husband of 62
years Bobby Sams Jackson and daughter Jennifer
Jackson. Willene grew
up in Fayetteville, and as
an only child she learned
at an early age that her
friends and relatives
helped to create a large extended family.
That was something she
carried with her throughout her life and instilled
in her daughter. When
she married Bobby, they
moved to Smyrna to be
closer to Bobby’s job as
an aeronautical engineer
at Lockheed. His job
gave them the opportunity to live in Canada,
England, and California. Each trip created

by his wife, Marie Liang
Schlosser; his daughter,
Amy Schlosser Bohrer
(John); his grandchildren,
Sean Bohrer and Abby
Bohrer; his brother-inlaws, Dr. Thomas (Cathy)
Serra and Samuel Michael
(Kelly) Liang and their
children, Kendall, Skylar,
and Addison; nephews,
Stephen Han (Laura)

a new adventure - from
learning new cultures,
to skiing and exploring
Europe, and of course
making lifelong friends
along the way who became family. Willene was
a strong woman, a true
southern belle and the
boss of the family. She had
a huge heart and tried to
help everyone who was in
need, but would also stand
up for what she believed
was right.
At their 50th wedding
anniversary she cornered
her daughter’s boss and
let her know what a good,
smart person she had
hired and in the next
breath offered her a plate
of BBQ. Willene loved genealogy and was a proud
member of the Daughters of the American
Revolution and Colonial
Dames 17th Century.  
A life-long Methodist,
in her later years she
became passionate about
service to the church, sitting on several com-

Wang and their daughter,
Claire Wang and Blake
(Kathy) Serra; and niece,
Carley (Timothy) Vanheest and their children,
Karis and Mina.
Memorial Services will
be arranged at a later date.
Mowell Funeral Home
& Cremation Service,
Peachtree City- www.
mowells.com.

Due to a continued
increase of COVID-19
activity among staff and
students, East Coweta
High School closed for
face-to-face instruction
Dec. 16-18. Education
continued for students
during the time but was
in a virtual format. The
system sent parents a
letter on Dec. 15. The
school system sent a
letter to parents on
Dec. 9, alerting them to
increased case activity
at the school. Currently,
there are 56 staff members and 345 students
who cannot return to
school due to quarantine
for close contact or isolation. This represents
a significant increase
in reported cases over
prior months.

A private graveside
service will be held in
Woolsey and a public
memorial service will be
held at a later date.
Mowell Funeral Home
& Cremation Service,
Fayetteville, www.mowells.com

Got a new driver?
Find a safe,
reliable vehicle
in the Classiﬁeds

THE JOURNAL

Catholic Church of Saint Gabriel
152 Antioch Rd • Fayetteville • Parish Office: 770-461-0492
Religious Education: 770-461-0493 • Fax: 770-461-0374
Christmas Masses***

***

Christmas Eve: 4 pm - Outdoor Mass, weather permitting (no reservations needed)
8 pm - Mass in the church (reservations needed)
Christmas Day: 10 am - Mass in the church (reservations needed)
Overflow will be livestreamed outside in the courtyard,
Beltran Hall and Lower Church. 1st come, 1st served.
Please call the parish office for reservations - 770-461-0492.
Weekend Mass Schedule

Saturday.....................................................................5 pm
Sunday .......................................................................8 am and 10:30 am
Weekend Mass By Reservation Only. Call office for assistance.
All weekend Masses will livestream outside (weather permitting)
in the courtyard. Please bring your own chair. No reservations needed.
*Masks are required. Doors will be locked as soon as Mass starts.*

Weekday Mass Schedule

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, & Friday ..................9 am

Confessions

Saturdays ...................................................................4 pm - 4:30 pm

— By John Thompson

Fayette County, Georgia
Schedule of Projects Funded Through Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (2017 SPLOST)
Stormwater, Transportation, Public Safety, Fire/EMS
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2020

mittees and helping to
organize food and prayer
chains. Her faith was very
important to her.
Donations in memory of
Willene may be made to
the Inman United Methodist Church, Maintenance
Fund, (151 Hills Bridge
Road, Fayetteville, Ga.
30215) or the BFB Foundation www.bfbfoundation.
org/donate. A private
graveside service will be
held in Woolsey and a public memorial service will
be held at a later date.

UNINCORPORATED COUNTY PROJECTS
Stormwater
Transportation
Public Safety Radio System
Fire and Emergency Services

Original
Cost
Estimate
23,741,641
19,520,353
18,211,536
2,950,000

Revised
Cost
Estimate
24,273,363
19,520,353
18,211,536
2,950,000

Prior
Years'
Expenditures
6,089,015
1,712,024
2,292,413
1,552,984

Current
Year's
Expenditures
3,001,153
1,311,818
1,529,722
1,474,072

Total
Amount
Expended
9,090,168
3,023,842
3,822,135
3,027,056

Total Unincorporated County Projects

64,423,530

64,955,252

11,646,436

7,316,765

18,963,200

Fayette County, Georgia
Schedule of Projects Funded Through Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (2004 SPLOST)
Road, Street and Bridge Purposes
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2020
MUNICIPALITIES AND UNINCORPORATED
COUNTY PROJECTS - BY JURISDICTION
(30% of total tax proceeds)
Unincorporated county projects:
Intersections
Roadways
Total unincorporated county
projects

Original
Cost
Estimate
$

COUNTY-WIDE PROJECTS
(70% of total tax proceeds)
Bridges
Intersections
Roadways
Streetscapes / paths
Total county-wide projects
Total all projects

$

2,450,000
14,330,767

Revised
Cost
Estimate
$

2,450,000
14,330,767

Prior
Years'
Expenditures
$

2,275,249
12,418,117

Current
Year's
Expenditures
$

Total
Amount
Expended
-

$

2,275,249
12,418,117

16,780,767

16,780,767

14,693,366

-

14,693,366

3,670,000
3,657,400
60,201,443
5,796,900
73,325,743

3,670,000
3,657,400
60,201,443
5,796,900
73,325,743

7,056,873
1,543,456
27,716,600
773,297
37,090,226

45,600
924,447
970,047

7,102,473
1,543,456
28,641,047
773,297
38,060,273

90,106,510

$

90,106,510

# $

51,783,592

$

970,047

$

52,753,639
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Who will stand up to Big Labor?
Every day, millions of Americans are forced to pay tribute to a union boss
just to earn a living and feed their families.
Union bosses funnel this money into the election of Tax-and-Spend
politicians who protect and expand Big Labor’s compulsory unionism
power and the BILLIONS in forced-dues dollars it generates.
80% of Georgians think that’s just plain wrong.

Who is Right for Georgia?

Jon Ossoff and
Raphael Warnock
l

Champion the PRO Act, which
would wipe out all state Right
to Work laws -- including
Georgia’s.

Back coercive “Card Check”
organizing schemes.
l Support union boss pushbutton
strike powers.

l

David Perdue and
Kelly Loeffler
Cosponsored the National
Right to Work Act, which
would remove the federal
authorization for forced union
dues.
l Oppose monopoly union
bargaining in the public sector.
l Support the Freedom from
Union Violence Act.
l

Right now is when politicians pay the most attention
to the folks back home!

Contact Jon Ossoff and Raphael Warnock today.

Demand they publicly disavow their support for
Big Labor’s so-called “PRO Act” and pledge 100%
opposition to forced unionism.
Ask Jon Ossoff and Raphael Warnock where their true loyalties lie -- with
Georgians or with Big Labor. Call them at:
Jon Ossoff (678) 333-3218 Raphael Warnock (470) 788-8922
Urge Jon Ossoff and Raphael Warnock to change their ways and stand
with the 80% of Georgians who oppose compulsory unionism.
Paid for by the National Right to Work Committee
This advertisement was paid for by voluntary contributions from Georgia members of the National
Right to Work Committee, 8001 Braddock Road, Springfield, Virginia 22160. The Committee is nonpartisan and does not endorse or support any political candidate or party.
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| THIS WEEK IN FAYETTE COUNTY HISTORY |

This holiday
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE FAYETTE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY COLLECTION

Brooks in 1912.

December 20, 1905
Brooks Becomes
Brooks
Brooks was originally
known as Haistentown.
The Haisten Family
arrived in Fayette County
before the Treaty of 1821
with the Creek Indians.
A blockhouse was built
about a mile east of
Whitwater Creek for the
protection of the settlement. By the 1840s the
community was known
as Sharon Grove. Hilary
Brooks sold a two-acre lot
to the Savannah Griffin
and North Alabama Railroad for a station in 1871
provided the depot was
called Brooks Station. A
post office was established
at Brooks Station on June
16, 1871. Brooks Station
became Brooks on December 20, 1905. Brooks was
incorporated in 1911. The

town charter became inactive during the Depression. In 1964 the charter
was reactivated to provide
basic services.

SHOP
LOCAL

Sources: The History of Fayette
County Georgia 1821-1971
The Fayette County Georgia
Heritage Book
By: Tony V. Parrott

December 25 1942
Hill Redwine Proposes
to Dorothea Hosch
Hill Parks Redwine and
Dorothea became childhood sweethearts around
1938 when he attended
Riverside Academy. Hill
Redwine found out if you
take dance lessons you
could get out of study hall
on Tuesday; and on Friday the town girls would
come for a dance. That is
where Hill Redwine met

Dorothea Hosch. She was
13 years old and he was 14
years old.
Flash forward to Christmas 1942, they were in
his automobile and he
proposed with a ring. She
said she would marry
him. She was 16 years old.
They were married a few
years later on May 6, 1944.
By Angela Pendleton
Source: Fayette Portraits Christmas
1994 interviews

LIVING SHOULDN’T
REQUIRE A
MEMBERSHIP.
Why should a service like air medical require a membership?
During an emergency, is this the first thing on your mind? What if the
membership service is not the closest? What if they don’t have the
necessities that our flying ICU can provide? What if these differences
could save your life?
Air Methods doesn’t have memberships. And we have you covered in
Georgia. We concentrate on working with your insurance company to
manage your out-of-pocket costs. When you consider how often you use
air medical, the savings become very apparent. We think it’s a better
model for everyone, especially you.
Stop paying for an air medical membership you really
don’t need and start living. Details at AirMethodsNMR.com

Average out-of-pocket cost
for Georgia patients using
Air Methods:

$142

*

(includes co-pays and deductibles)
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#20194

$4,750
$2,500
$4,250
$1,000

2020 Ford F150
SUPER CREW XLT

Ford Rebates
XLT Discount
Mike Fitzpatrick Discount
Trade Assistance

2020 Ford RANGER
#20583

$
5,000
OFF

$3,750
$3,250
$2,000

#20016

2020 Ford EXPLORER LIMITED

Ford Rebates
Mike Fitzpatrick Discount
Trade Assistance

$
9,000
OFF

#20399

$4,000
$1,500
$2,000

2020 Ford EDGE

Ford Rebates
Mike Fitzpatrick Discount
Trade Assistance

$
7,500
OFF

‘15 FORD F150 CREW CAB

SEE OUR ENTIRE INVENTORY & PHOTOS
at MikeFitzpatrickFord.com

‘10 NISSAN MAXIMA S

#20507A, XLT, 86K .............................................................. $24,990

#20422A, 20” Wheels, Roof, Nav, Only 18K Miles ........... $32,990

‘18 FORD EXPLORER LIMITED

#20359A, Nav, 18K ......................................................... $29,990

‘18 FORD EDGE TITANIUM

#P3469, Leather, Nav, 42K ............................................... $29,990

‘17 FORD EXPLORER XLT

#20514A, Ecoboost, Sport Appearance Pkg., 38K ............. $29,990

‘17 FORD EXPLORER XLT

All Rangers in Stock
‘18 ECOSPORT SE

‘17 FORD ESCAPE TITANIUM

#20328A, Appearance Pkg., 21K ...................................... $19,990

‘18 FORD FUSION SE

#20503B, Only 10K Miles!............................................... $18,950

$
12,500
OFF
• 172-point inspection by
factory-trained technicians
• 7 year/100,000 mile warranty
coverage

#P3463, Roof, Nav, Only 16K Miles! ................................ $24,990

‘18 FORD MUSTANG

#20378B, Ecoboost, Auto, Only 8K Miles! ........................ $25,990

#20550A, Leather, 92K ....................................................... $10,990

‘19 FORD FIESTA SE

#20539A, XLT, V8, 90K........................................................ $25,590

#20393A, Roof, Only 9K Miles ......................................... $14,990

#21002A, Leather, 88K ....................................................... $14,990

#20411A, V8, 38K ............................................................... $29,990

#20299A, Heated Seats, 73K........................................... $15,990

‘18 FORD ECOSPORT SE

‘18 FORD FOCUS SE

#20358A, Leather, Roof, Nav, 59K.................................... $26,990

‘17 FORD EXPLORER XLT

‘17 FORD EXPLORER LIMITED

#20580A, Roof, Nav, 30K................................................. $33,990

‘17 FORD EXPEDITION LIMITED

‘18 FORD F150 LARIAT 4WD

‘14 FORD ESCAPE TITANIUM

‘17 NISSAN NV200

SERVICE:
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Saturday 7:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

‘19 LEXUS RX350 L

‘17 CHEVROLET DOUBLE CAB

‘15 FORD F150 CREW CAB

#20588A, Roof, Nav, 69K ................................................... $15,990

#20429A, Roof, 21K............................................................ $43,990

‘15 FORD FUSION SE
#20549B, 4x4 Max, Roof, Nav, 77K .................................. $35,990

#20231A, Work Van, Ladder Rack, 74K ............................. $15,990

‘19 FORD EXPLORER XLT
#P3449, Leather, 38K....................................................... $28,990

#P3470, Crew Cab, 46K ................................................... $44,990

‘16 FORD EXPLORER XLT

#20557A, Roof, 23K Miles............................................... $16,990

#20601A, Roof, Nav, 44K................................................. $29,990

‘17 FORD ESCAPE SE

#P3468, Only 14K Miles! ................................................. $17,990

SALES:
Monday - Saturday
9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

*All vehicles are plus tax, tag & Title and subject to prior sale. Must have approved credit with Ford Credit for special financing, Level 0, 1, or 2. Not all buyers will qualify. See dealer for qualifications and details. Expires 12/31/20.

Drive, Newnan, GA 30263
MikeFitzpatrickFord.com • 770-502-FORD (3673) 238 Bullsboro
(Less than 1 mile from I-85)

STUDENT ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

Basketball

Rain
Robinson

Whitewater High School

Girls Cross Country

McKenzie
Warrick

WEEK OF NOVEMBER 16

Fayette County High School

Avery
McFaddin

Wrestling

Gavin
Proffitt

McKenzie is a beast on the course! She is dedicated
and her results speak for themselves. She recently
ran in the Meet of Champions and beat her personal
record by 46 seconds on the same course!

Swimming

McIntosh High School

Rain is a dedicated, hard working student-athlete
both on and off the court. Once she reaches her
full potential, the sky is the limit!

Starr’s Mill High School

Gavin embodies the meaning of student athlete. He
works hard in the classroom and in the wrestling
room, and is emerging as a leader and captain of
the wrestling team.

Basketball

Anthony
Ogbonna

Avery led the girls’ team to a win over McIntosh.
She qualified for state in both of her individual
events and was on two state-qualifying relays.

Swimming

Anthony scored 21 points and pulled down 8
rebounds in the season opener against Creekside.
He has been playing at a high level and has grown
as a leader.

Our Lady of Mercy

Henry
Vermuth

Sandy Creek High School

Henry’s determination during the first meet should
be an inspiration to all. He works hard to improve
each week and it has shown during competition.

Wrestling

Ethan
Hedden

Whitewater High School

Boys Swimming

Jacob
Hartley

WEEK OF NOVEMBER 23

Fayette County High School

Jacob has had several top-five finishes in his last
two meets. He is also a great leader as one of the
team captains.

Chiefettes

Joelle
Nicosia

Ethan is the captain of our wrestling team. At a
recent match at East Coweta High School, Ethan
won all of the matches he wrestled in his weight
class.

Cheer

McIntosh High School

Kate
Wieland

Starr’s Mill High School

Swimming

Nathan
Tran

Joelle is a natural leader in her ability and work
ethic. She never gives up, never shows weakness,
and always helps others be the best version of
themselves.

Julianna
Toppin

Our Lady of Mercy

Kate has consistently worked hard during the
competitive cheer season. She also helps to lead
the girls on Friday nights and through constant
communication with her teammates.

Competition Cheer

Nathan is a very dedicated swimmer who also
swims daily at Swim Atlanta. He strives to perfect
his skills and asks what he can do to improve.

Sandy Creek High School

Julianna is a wonderful leader! She is an excellent
student in the classroom. She respects her
coaches, fellow cheerleaders and shows that
Creek Life Pride in all she does!
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Fayetteville cops investigating
a rape allegation
Last week, the Fayetteville
Police Department learned
of an alleged rape at a county
school.
On Dec. 10 at approximately
11:15 a.m., a Fayette County
High School resource officer
was informed of the alleged
rape of a 15-year-old juvenile
female that occurred sometime
between July or August of 2020.
The alleged incident was reported to have taken place within
the city limits of Fayetteville.
Police said the suspect is
unknown at this time. The case
was turned over to the Fayetteville Criminal Investigations
Division, and it is an open and
active investigation.
— By John Thompson

From drugs to storage units,
Peachtree City Police had a
busy week
The Peachtree City Police Department had a busy week right
before the holidays.
On December 12, at approximately 9:28 a.m., an officer
conducted a traffic stop on a
gold sedan near La Hacienda
on Ga. Highway 54 about the
driver holding his phone while
operating the motor vehicle.
Police said the officer detected
the odor of marijuana and conducted a probable cause vehicle
search. The officer located
green marijuana, a small plastic bag containing suspected
powder cocaine, and two pieces
of suspected crack cocaine
during the investigation. Police
said multiple items from Home
Depot that were confirmed
stolen by loss prevention were
also in the car. Charles Bickham, 43, and Alycia Smith, 31,
were arrested and transported
to Fayette County Jail. The
vehicle was removed from the
scene by a wrecker.
On December 14, at 5:16 p.m,
officers headed to Peachtree
City Self Storage at 126 Huddleston Rd. about a male living
in one of the units. According
to the report, contact was made
with the parties involved. The
male explained that he only
stays at the unit a few hours
after work waiting for his ride
home. Management explained

the confusion to the male, and
the officers returned to service.
On December 15, an officer
conducted a traffic stop at Stevens Entry on a vehicle driving 24 mph in a 45 mph zone.
According to the report, the
officer suspected the driver of a
possible DUI.
“Upon making contact with
the driver, he stated, ‘I am an
old man trying to figure out
where I’m at.’ After making contact with the driver. I no longer
suspected him of being DUI and
concluded the traffic stop,” the
report read.
On Dec.16, officers headed to
the Peachtree East Shopping
Center about an entering auto
call. Upon arrival, I met with
the victim, who said unknown
persons using unknown methods, smashed open the left rear
window of her vehicle and stole
her tan leather computer bag
lying upon the back seat.
— By John Thompson

Special election set
for district attorney
You only thought you were
through voting on Jan. 5.
Last week, a special election
was announced for Fayette’s
district attorney position. The
election is Feb. 9.
In conjunction with the
announcement, current district attorney Marie Broder
announced her candidacy for
election as district attorney of
the Griffin Judicial Circuit.
According to her press release, Broder was appointed in
March of 2020 to fill the vacancy
left when the former District Attorney was sworn in as superior
court judge. “Broder is recognized as a fierce advocate for
justice. Broder had represented
the state of Georgia since 2011
when shortly after she graduated from the University of
Georgia School of Law, Broder
trained as a prosecutor in the
Alcovy Judicial Circuit,” the
release reads.
In 2012, Broder returned to
her native circuit to serve her
community. Living for several
years in Fayette County, Broder
moved to Griffin in 2017, where
she lives with her husband and
daughter.
A Thomaston native, Broder
grew up as the daughter of a
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Use a virtual visit
when you have cold,
flu, or COVID-19
symptoms

cattle farmer and a special education teacher and she learned
early that things worth doing
are worth doing right.
Broder has tried cases of every kind ranging from traffic citations to capital murder as an
assistant district attorney and
then as chief assistant district
attorney. In the brief time since
her appointment as district
attorney, she has steered the
District Attorney’s four-county
offices through the pandemic
to safeguard the health of her
employees while remaining
available to the public that she
serves. Once approved by the
Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court of Georgia, she orchestrated the reopening of grand
jury proceedings in all four
counties and is eagerly awaiting
the green light to resume jury
trials.
“This job is a calling; it is not
a path to travel lightly. When
victimized by crime, people feel
as if they are robbed of their
voice. It is the honor of my life
to lend them mine,” Broder
said.

SPECIAL TO FAYETTE COUNTY NEWS

This year every cough,
sniffle, sneeze or body ache
could be more than just the
common cold and the desire
is to get it diagnosed quickly
so you can begin your recovery. Unfortunately, colds,
influenza, and
COVID-19 share
some symptoms,
so Loida Bonney,
M.D. of Piedmont Physicians
Bonney
of Peachtree
City, urges
everyone to stay safe, and
keep others safe, while your
physician tries to determine
your diagnosis.
“Germs are germs, and
while the flu and COVID-19
are obviously more dangerous than the common
cold, we don’t want patients
passing germs around the
waiting room while they
wait to be seen,” said Dr.
Bonney. “Many practices
are encouraging patients
to wait in their car until a
room becomes available,
but a virtual visit will allow
you to see a doctor from the
comfort of your own home,
keeping you and others
safe.”
Piedmont has been offering telemedicine in many of
its physician practices for
several years, but they have
been used more frequently
since the COVID-19 pandemic began. Many of Dr. Bonney’s patients are managing
chronic health conditions
and need regular check-ins
to keep up with treatments
and medications. Virtual
visits protect this group of
high-risk individuals from
potentially being exposed to

— By John Thompson

A six-year-old murder
conviction takes an
odd twist in court

During Thursday’s session of
Fayette’s Superior Court, Judge
Fletcher Sams had to deal with
a man convicted of murder who
wanted to get rid of his lawyer
for the appeal process.
Mustafa Mahdi was convicted
in 2018 of murdering his uncle,
David Quincy, in north Fayetteville in 2014. The murder was
particularly gruesome, with
police reporting 75 stab wounds
on Quincy’s body. At the time of
the crime, Mahdi was 17, and he
is now appealing his conviction
to the Georgia Supreme Court.
On Thursday, Mahdi spoke
for himself and said that there
were conflicts of interest with
his attorney, and he wanted to
represent himself in further
appeals. Sams explained the
peril of self-representation and
emphasized filings had to be
timely and accurate. After he
issued the warnings, a visibly
nervous Mahdi said he would
represent himself; Sams agreed,
and Mahti was escorted out of
the courtroom and back to jail.

the novel coronavirus. Now
that cold and flu season has
begun, virtual visits can
keep sick patients safe at
home unless a screening for
flu or COVID-19 is deemed
necessary.
The flu and COVID-19 are
both contagious respiratory illnesses that have very
similar symptoms. Some
of the most common symptoms seen with both flu and
COVID-19 are fever, sore
throat and cough, shortness of breath or difficulty
breathing, fatigue, a runny
nose, headache and body
aches or muscle soreness.
Some people can also experience gastrointestinal
symptoms.
“Another difference is
COVID-19 can cause a
change in or loss of taste or
smell. That’s not a flu symptom, but it’s a very common
symptom for COVID-19
patients,” Dr. Bonney said.
“The important thing to
remember if you feel sick
is to start quarantining at
home and call your doctor
to find out the next step.
They can help you arrange
for testing and prescribe the
medications to help with
symptoms.”
Piedmont offers virtual
visits with primary care
physicians, urgent care
locations, and specialty
practices. Most visits are
conducted over video, and
all you need to get started is
a video-enabled computer,
tablet or smartphone. Piedmont’s virtual visits are also
HIPAA-compliant, so you
can be confident that your
information is kept safely.
For more on telemedicine
at Piedmont, visit piedmont.
org/virtualvisits

HO, HO, HO!!

We love Christmas!
Come visit our

NEW CHRISTMAS STORE
in South Fayetteville
or our

CHRISTMAS TREE LOTS
next to the Collectors Corner in
Peachtree City across from the theater
and next door to Smith & Davis to see

SANTA’S LITTLE HELPERS!

Fresh Cut Christmas Trees
Wreaths • Garland • Swags
And More To Decorate
Your Whole House!
Don’t Forget Gift Certificates For Your Favorite Gardener!

Available at Fayetteville0057.cbdrx4u.com

20%
OFF
Purchase
Over $50

®

770-461-4860

1120 Highway, 85 S
Fayetteville
www.artoflandscaping.net

Full Landscape & Installation Services • Full Service Nursery

®

Fayet teville

Promo Code: NEWS20
With This Ad. Offer Expires 12/31/20.

Fayet teville

805 Glynn St S, #137
678.489.4321



WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2020

Dear Santa,
I hope you have a safe trip
arawned the world this year.
O also hope your raindeer are
getting enuf sleap for crismmess
day.What I would like htis year is
a futball helmet,a futball stand,
new boots, futball pants, a new
game of chess and ticett to tid
pleas. Hope you have a grate
crimmess!
Love,
Cooper
Dear Santa,
How are you doing? What do the
reindeer whant to eat on Christmas? I would like a Jack Russel
dig and Pokemon Ponyta and
Rapidash as cards. I hope you
write back to me. Have a great
Christmas!
Love
Lea
Dear Santa,
Thank you for leaving that note,
and I loved my presents. I have
been doing very good, but my
sister and I have been fighting
with my other sister. I am trying
to do a lot better so I can get
my presents. Please make sure
you get my parents something
too. Next time wake me up or if
I don’t wake up,just leave me a
note.
Your friend Chance
Dear Santa,
How are you doing? I hope you
are safe on Christmas Night.
I want a four wheel. a lether
phone, spong Bob truth or Squar.
I want My mom to come see me
and my friends for Christmas,
Love
Drew
Dear Santa,
How are you.Rudolph, your reindeer.your elfs, and Miss Santa
doing? Are you ready to get on
your sleigh? Santa I like viedo

games. What so you like? What
I want for Christmas is dinosour
fossils, a camera. a Nerf striker, an XBox, Playstation 1,2,3.
the Big Guinsess World Record
2020. Believe it or not.1,000 no
homrwork passes, and a Apple
computer. I hope you don’t get
sleepy when you are riding on
your slehigh.
Love
Burt
Dear my familey,
Hey guy how are you doing? Just
jokeing. I know how you guys
are wethr you are at home or
not. But this is the way my familey celabratieCrirhams. When
Crirhms is here we write our
names on a poece of paper.
Then we put them in a hat. After
that we put on a bindfold. Next
we pick one. Then we put the
piece in a hideing spot. Then we
go shopping for that prosn we
pick out.That is how my familey cellabartes Chrismahes.
Well good bye mom,pop,Missy,Cris,Nick,Srah,Rob,Katie,BethJhon,Hanna,Will Anna Aeix and
Saja.
Love
Jenny
Dear Santa,
My favorite time of the year is
on Christmas Day. is your birthday on Christmas Say. just like
Jesus birthday? What do you
like to do on your birthday? So
for this is what I’ve got on my
Christmas list: a dirtbike,2 airsof guns, 1 for me,for my dad, a
beanbag,books and thats all. I
hope I’m doing good this year.
Your friend,
Brett
Dear Santa,
I can’t wait until Christmas. I
only want a few things. Plus you
neet to get mom and dad some-
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thing they want. They only things
I really want are a DS and some
games with it. My two brothers
might like some cools things too!
Christmas will be so fun!
Your Friend ,
Tori
P.S. What kind of cookies do you
like.
Dear Santa,
This year for Christmas I want
a Georgia Bulldog bed spread.
I thinkI should get presents this
year because, I’vebeen a very
good boy. I know it’s very busy
up there so, If you don’t get me
any thing I understand Also, I
need a Georgia Jersey. Santa, I
have to ask a question, how do
you deliver all those toys in one
night?
Your friend , K’won
Dear Santa,
First, I would like for everybody
in the world to have a wonderful
Christmas. Next, O would like a
PSP. Thirdly I would like Mario
and Sonic game for my Wii.Finally, I would like world peace.
Your friend,
Parker
Dear Santa,
I like Christmas because it is a
beautiful holiday holiday with
Christmas trees and decorations. I would like a PS3 controller for Christmas. I would also
like something for my mother.
My brother needs a bigger bike.
happy Holidays!
Your friend,,
Josh
Dear Santa,
I hope you are looking forward
to Christmas! I am so excited
about it. I don’t want lots and
lots, just a little bit. Please send
me a letter soon!
Your friend,
Jonathan
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Dear Santa,
I want a elf suit and or phone
number. Hope you have a happy day. We will give you milk and
cookies and I will be waiting for
you. I will be waiting for my present. We all give you a happy ado
and merry Christmas.
Love
Megan.
Dear Santa,
I hope I’m on the nice list not
the naught list. don’t forget to
get a bone for Beauty. Please
give Dean Bros. Cookbook to
my mom and another PSP for my
dad. I hope you give a speaker
box for my sister Lexie and Skler
another speaker box. I would like
a PSP, a new x-box, and a playstation 5.
Your friend,
Dylan
Dear Santa,
I think I was good enough to get
presents this year do you? Well,
besides I don’t believe you give
coal to kids who are bad. There
are many different things I want
for Christmas, but I know you
can’pt bring ever toy I want but
son’t worry. I understand. You
can bring me lot of surprise toys
because I love surprise toys.
Love,
Madison
Dear Santa,
How are the reindeer and is Rudolph going strong? What about
present? I would like an I-Carly
video game for me. Of course,
please bring things for my mom
and dad. Maybe my dad would
like ALABAMA slippers. Do not
forget a prink quilt for my mom.
My sister really wants an Ipad,
and my brother likes legos. Santa
I have benen good in all. My family would like to say thank you a lot.
Your friend,
Susannah Kendrick
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Dear Santa,
For Christmas can I please
have a Wii point card? Second,
I want everyone to have world
peace. Third, I want for my
family to play together. I hope
you get all you want, like milk
and cookies.
Your friend,
Connor
Dear Santa,
My name is Curtis. I have a
few questions for you. Do you
hit your head in the bottom of
the chimney? Is Rudolph really
the main deer of your sleigh? I
want a little stuff for Christmas
, a Ipad, toys, and a laptop. Is
it really possible or impossible
to ride your sleigh in the whole
world? Do you take vacations
when it’s other holidays and
got to parents house? I don’t
knowyou give presents to theGoverner and do your Elves go
to stores and buy toys, clothes,
laptops and other stuff?
Your friend,
Love Curtis
Dear Santa,
I’ve really been good this year.
I want a lot of stuff this year.
I want 6 things. They are a bif
four-wheeler, a real bow and
arrow, new cool shoes, ripstick,
basketball, and a big basketball
goal. How many people are
in the world? Do you love the
North Pole? You are great!
Your beloeved, Man,
Chase
Dear Santa,
I infer I have been an appropriate boy even even though
I’m very annoying to my sister.
Please give what I want for
Christmas. You are very fortunate that your day is on Jesus’
birthday. I hope you don’t have
a busy night. Like always I desire
that you will give every endowment to children. I compre-

hend you never give up, so keep
up the good work. I desife that
you have a great Christmand
and let God bless you.
Your friend,
Matthew
Dear Santa,
I am having a great year at
Sara Harp Elementary School.
Santa. Could please get me a
PRO-Street Game for Christmas
this year? Also I would like another dirt bike. I would also love
another cool soccer ball too.
I would love to have the other
toys you know I want. Thankyou.
Your friend,
John
Dear Santa Claus,
I have been a cood girl in the
class this year. I am very hrlpful.
I want an Ipod. Can you please
tell the reindeer hello?
Love,
Kaylin
Dear Santa,
Mu favorite time of the year is
Christmas because I was born
on Christmas Day! I have bee
wondering, is your birthday on
Christmas, too? What do you like
to do on your birthday? Well, I
like to ride my four-wheeler that
you gave me. The thing I want
the most is a metal dector and
a civil war gun. Thanks for giving
me toys my parents can’t buy
me.
Your friend,
Christian
Dear Santa,
I want to know if you can wake
me up when you come to my
house this year. I know I am a
heavy sleeper, but I will try to
wake up. And if you can take me
on the roof to see your reindeer
fi that will be ok with you. Oh and
if you can, get my mom and dad
a present. Thank you,
Your friend,
Kate

A Holiday Story:

THE GIFT OF MEMORIES
An unopened
gift sat in Dad’s old
rocking chair.
There was no tag on
it, and the mysterious
package had everyone in the family
guessing as we gathered together for
Christmas dinner.
I admit, I had been
apprehensive about the
holiday season this year
because i was our first
since Dad passed away.
You see, he just loved this
time of year. His joy and
enthusiasm made the holidays for this family, and it
was hard to imagine
that they were here, and
he wasn’t.

Although the mystery

those with Dad. Soon, it
was time to
exchange our
gifts. As the
younger grandchildren eagerly
tore into the
brightly
wrapped packages, it took
me back to when I was a
child. Dad had always
made Christmas special
for us, and he always
seemed to know how to
pick just the right gift.

should open it, but after
some discussion, we agreed
that it should be my oldest
son, since he had always
been very close to his
Grandfather. He said it
was an honor to be chosen, and
there were
smiles and
tears all
around
when we
saw the gift
was a handsome, framed
portrait of Dad - just the
way we always remember
him.

Who in our family
had been thoughtful
enough to give us this
gift? It still remains a mystery, but it made me realized that all memories are
a gift - ours to cherish for
the rest of our lives.
Having them helps us
keep Dad as close as our
hearts.

Finally, the only
of the gift seemed to bring
our family closer together, unopened package that
I wondered how not hav- remained was the one on
ing Dad here would affect Dad’s chair.
us ...especially my
We weren’t sure who
Mother. She reminisced about there
Wishing your family the gift of memories...
second Christmas
together. They
had just learned
she was expecting
their first child.
How special
that Christmas was!
Home & Cremation Service200
- Fayetteville
ROBINSON ROAD
180Mowell
JEFF DFuneral
AVIS DRIVE
Everyone loved hearing
180
N.
Jeff
Davis
Drive,
Fayetteville,
GA
30214
mom tell the story.
PEACHTREE CITY, GA 30269
FAYETTEVILLE, GA 30214
770-461-7641
Like many times before,
770-487-3959
770-461-7641
our family enjoyed a wonMowell
Funeral
Home
&
Cremation
Service
Peachtree
City
FAX 770-487-5959
770-460-1003
200 Robinson Road, Peachtree City, GA 30269
derful dinner, but this year
WWW.MOWELL
FUNERALHOME.COM
770-487-3959
we also shared memories
of holidays past, especially
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Dear Santa
I;ve been a very good girl this
year. Can you pelase bring me
a digital camera and Chrissa
her llorhro? Any my brother
would like a train table and a
bat cave.
Love,
Anna Lynne

Dear Santa Claus,
I have been a very good boy
this year. My name is Daniel. I
live in Sharpsburg. My zip code
is 30277. Can I have the backogon game for Wii and a backogoult.
Your friend,
Danile

Dear Santa,
For Christmas I want an NBA
or NFL Jersey or Texas A&M
Bsketball Jersey. Also an X-Box
+ DSI. It would be cool if I an
and NFL 2020 Draft Hat. Also
I want an airsoft or paintball
gun with the gear. Lastly I
want a football with the Dallas
Cowboys logo on it.
Sincerely,
Will
P.S. Please write back when
you come.

Dear Santa,
I have been good this year.
I was wondering if you could
make me an American Girl
doll? Could you write me a letter back about the Nouth pole
and about the elves, reindeer,
and Mrs. Claus.
Love,
Blair!

Dear Santa,
For Christmas I want a Xbox.
QB Jersey in the NFL, NBA
Jersey, NFL hat., football cards
and a football.
From Jeff
Dear Sata Claus,
I would like to have a chargable battery camera, the
icary d.s.game, a guitar Hero
Would tour base guitar, password journal design book
pack, a playground for my
backyard, and a pink green
machine. Please write back
for some of these items!
Sincerely,
Claire
Dear Sant, I have filing that no
you rit in cursav! How is it foing? Haw is the raander? I now
you.
Love Sarah
Dear Santa,
I have a puppy. Har name is
Tinkbell. She is brown, I love
you
Love
Courtney
Dear Santa,
I have been good. I want a
doll. I want a telephone and
a doll house. I want a selephone. May you please tell
Mrs. Clause, reindeers and elfs
hello?
Love,
Fionna
Dear Santa,
I wot American Girl Doll. Can
you say hiy for me. To the elfs.
And the redDeant. And mis
clos. Can you rit back?
Love,
Ella
Dear Santa Claus,
I’ve been a good cowgirl. For
Christmas I what Moxe girls.
And I what a Amaieucin girl
doll. I like you Santa. I like your
elfse Santa. Hay Santa can
you tell your elfse hi for me
Love,
Cayla

Dere Santa Class,
I have been a grat boy this
year. I have been helpful. I
want a xbox x for chrismas.
Are you magic?
Love,
Max
Dear Santa,
I have been a good girl this
year. How are your elves doing? I love you!
Love,
Katie
Dear Santa Claus,
I have been a good cowgirl
because I love Christmas. But
how are your deers, elves and
Miss Claus. Would you bring
CD’s of Dora for Christmas? I
love you!
Love,
Azeneth
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• If you put up a live tree, buy one with fresh,green
needles. If the greenery isn’t fresh, it can lead to a
greater fire risk. Keep the tree’s base holder filled
with water at all times – even if you have to water it
more than once a day.
• Choose a spot for your tree that’s at least three feet
clear of fireplaces and other heat sources.
• String lights that have the Underwriters Laboratory
mark. It means that engineers have tested samples
of lights for risk of fire, electric shock and other
hazards.
• Plug no more than three strands of lights together
or into the same outlet. Follow the manufacturer’s
instructions when using electrical decorations.
• Before you plug in last year’s lights, inspect them
for cracked sockets, frayed, loose or bare wires and
loose connections.
• If you have to replace a light bulb or fuse on a
strand of lights, unplug it first.
• Replace faulty light strands and electrical
decorations rather than trying to repair them.
• Keep lights and electrical decorations out of the
reach of children and pets. They can cause a shock
or fire if misused.
• Some lights are designed for indoor use only. Check
yours before hanging them outdoors.
• Turn off decorations and lights before leaving the
house or going to bed.

Dear Santa Claus,
I have been a good boy in
class. I would like a star wars
legos for Christmas. Can you
say I said helo to the elfs Santa.
Love,
Bennett
Dear Santa,
We been good cowboy. I wot
a power Rangers and a x box.
Where so you gt the toys.
Love
Bryson
Dear Santa Cklos,
I have been good. My friends
are being good to. I love your
elfs. Haw is it up in the north
poll? I wont jollys bick for
Christmas.
Love,
Abby
Dear Santa,
Do your randr fly? Are you
makeing the toys? I want a
car for Chrismas.
Love,
Kevin
Dear Santa, I have been a
good boy this year. I want bakugan games for my wii. Is the
north pole super cold there?
Are your reindeer’s special?
How do your reindeer’s fly? I
love you.
Love,
Kenny

770.502.0226
www.utility.org
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Wendy Mabon

Introducing the 2020
All-County Volleyball Team
BY CHRISTOPHER DUNN
CHRISTOPHER@FAYETTE-NEWS.NET

It was another banner
year for volleyball around
Fayette.
Every local team made
the state playoffs in 2020.
In AAAAA, Whitewater
made the Final Four,
and Starr’s Mill reached
the Elite Eight. In AAA,
Sandy Creek reached the
Final Four. In AAAA,
Fayette County made the
second round, and Our
Lady of Mercy qualified
for the playoffs in A.
Of course, the story of
the year belonged to the
McIntosh Chiefs, who
beat Blessed Trinity to
win a fifth-straight state
championship.
Along with the rings,
McIntosh sweeps the individual honors.
McIntosh’s Claire Lewis
is the Player of the Year.
Lewis, a senior setter
signed to play at Georgia
State, posted 723 assists,
198 digs, 62 kills, and 30

aces, en route to numerous all-state accolades.
“Claire is our quarterback. As a setter she runs
our offense, but she’s also
the one out there pushing
each player to do their
best,” said her coach,
Wendy Mabon. “She never
gives up, and she refuses
to accept anything but
success.”
McIntosh Wendy Mabon
is the Coach of the Year.
Playing with a colossal
target on their backs
each and every night,
her Chiefs reeled off a
33-1 record, culminating
in their history-making
fifth-straight state title.
The All-County Team
features a bounty of talent
across all schools.
Fayette County High’s
All-County team members are Nneena Cantrell,
Micaela Carswell, India
Gay, Janae Hendrix, and
Trinity Irby. Cantrell, a
junior libero, posted 263
receptions and 246 digs.
Carswell, a junior setter,

tallied 315 assists and 55
aces. Gay, a senior outside
hitter, racked up 99 kills.
Hendrix, a junior outside
hitter, notched 119 kills,
180 digs, and 68 assists.
Irby, a junior middle
hitter, put up 149 kills and
81 blocks.
McIntosh’s representatives are MJ Cackett,
Jayden Collins, Ngozi
Iloh, and Alexa Markley.
Cackett, a senior libero,
posted 242 digs and 28
aces, earning All-State
honors. Collins, a junior
middle hitter, tallied 103
kills and 32 blocks. Iloh,
a senior middle hitter
signed to Duke, racked up
380 kills, 44 blocks, and
24 aces, earning all-state
and all-american nods.
Markley, a junior outside
hitter, notched 284 kills
and 14 blocks, along with
all-state recognition.
Sandy Creek’s honorees
are Jada Caruthers, Skye
Graham, Haley Janeski,
Lindsey Tapp, and Aubrey Wilson. Caruthers,

a freshman middle hitter,
posted 93 kills, 31 assists,
and 39 blocks. Graham, a
freshman outside hitter
and defensive specialist,
posted 224 kills, 214 digs,
and 30 assists. Janeski, a
junior setter, racked up
496 assists, 135 digs, 25
kills, and 24 assists. Tapp,
a junior outside hitter
and defensive specialist,
notched 177 kills, 184 digs,
and 29 assists. Wilson, a
freshman middle hitter,
put up 84 kills and 40
blocks.
Starr’s Mill’s representatives are Ashlyn
Mercure, Grace Ramkissoon, Nicole Smith, and
Luna Wan. Mercure, a
senior setter and defensive specialist, tallied 178
assists, 99 digs, 28 aces,
and 21 kills, Ramkissoon,
a junior outside hitter,
posted 183 digs, 119 kills,
32 assists, and 17 aces.
Smith, a junior outside
hitter, put up 213 kills, 150
digs, 28 aces, and 22 assists. Wan, a senior setter,

notched 188 digs, 176 kills,
30 aces, and 355 assists.
Whitewater’s honorees
are Annette Baker, Shelby
Chamblin, Ashli Amari
Cox, Nicole Oosterling,
Cyleigh Sayler, Elizabeth
Skibiel, and Adrianna
Szuch. Baker, a senior
outside hitter, racked
up 312 kills, 231 digs,
47 blocks, and all-state
honors. Chamblin, a
sophomore outside hitter,
tallied 191 kills and 39
blocks. Cox, a junior
middle hitter, racked up
116 kills and 101 blocks.
Oosterling, a senior set-

ter, put up 331 assists, 152
digs, and 24 aces. Sayler,
a sophomore defensive
specialist and libero,
posted 233 digs, 17 assists,
and 10 aces. Skibiel, a senior libero and defensive
specialist, racked up 399
digs and 31 aces. Szuch, a
junior setter, posted 348
assists, 67 digs, and 19
kills.
Our Lady of Mercy’s
representatives are sophomore setter Nadia Garcia
Veurink, senior libero
Abigail Barrantes, and
senior middle blocker
Lauren Lee.

ESTATE SALE - LOG HOMES

PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLY!!!
AMERICAN LOG HOMES IS ASSISTING JUST RELEASED
OF ESTATE & ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT ON HOUSES.

4 Log Home kits selling for BALANCE OWED, FREE DELIVERY
1)Model # 101 Carolina $40,840…BALANCE OWED $17,000
2)Model # 203 Georgia $49,500...BALANCE OWED $19,950
3)Model # 305 Biloxi

$36,825...BALANCE OWED $14,500

4)Model # 403 Augusta $42,450...BALANCE OWED $16,500
NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED

 Make any plan design changes you desire!
 Comes with Complete Building Blueprints &
Construction Manual
 Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included
BBB
 NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY!
A+ Rating

*OFFER NOT AVAILABLE TO AMERICAN LOG HOME DEALERS*
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Humana gives back to Fayette Senior
Services’ Meals On Wheels program
SPECIAL TO FAYETTE COUNTY NEWS

Fayette Senior Services, Inc.
(FSS), a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization, recognized Humana for
its generosity in supporting the
local Fayette County Meals On
Wheels program. Humana recently donated $2,500 to help Fayette
Senior Services purchase 20 new,
larger coolers for the Meals On
Wheels deliveries. The old coolers were aging and needing to be
replaced, and Humana’s donation
made it possible to have them all
purchased to start the new year
off with brand new coolers. These
coolers are used daily to pack and
deliver meals to homebound clients receiving Meals On Wheels.
“We’re thrilled to support the
important work the Meals On

Wheels program does in our community and so glad our donation
will help start the New Year off
better for so many,” said Humana
senior manager Tami O’Connor.
Each year, a team of dedicated
volunteers delivers over 56,000
meals to more than 300 homebound and semi-homebound older
adults who reside throughout
Fayette County. This effort is a
dynamic partnership between the
national network of local programs and the businesses, organizations, governments, and volunteers who contribute generously
to their communities. To make a
difference in the lives of others,
join our team of Meals On Wheels
volunteers! For those interested
in volunteering, please reach out
to Carrie Bittinger at cbittinger@

fayss.org or 770-461-0813 for more
information. Together, we can
deliver a difference!
For over four decades, Fayette
Senior Services, Inc. (FSS), a
non-profit 501(c)(3) organization,
has been making a meaningful
difference in the emotional, social,
and physical well-being of older
adults. FSS’ Meals on Wheels
program is nationally accredited
through Meals on Wheels America
(MOWA) and is a founding member of Meals on Wheels Association of Georgia (MOWAG).
For more information on Fayette
Senior Services, to learn more
about Meals On Wheels, or if you
have an interest in becoming a
Meals On Wheels volunteer, please
visit www.fayss.org or call 770-4610813.

Student investors are congressional winners in stock market game
SPECIAL TO FAYETTE COUNTY
NEWS

Even during the pandemic, when the stock
market has been volatile,
two student investing
teams successfully navigated their way through
the obstacles to make a
significant profit investing in stocks.
A team of student investors at Cleveland Elementary School and Fayette
County High School had
such impressive net gains
playing the fall session of
the Stock Market Game
that they were declared
the winners of Fayette’s
Congressional District 3,
having posted the largest
profits of any other elementary or high school in
the district.
Cleveland Elementary’s investor team of
Morgan Menard and Ky
McCoy took a hypothetical $100,000 and turned
it into $123,953.55 in
just over an eight-week
period. They broke Fayette County’s record for
highest net gains by an elementary school, $15,000,
that was posted by Inman
Elementary last fall.
So what was their
investment strategy
that netted them such a
high return? They took a
portion of the money and
invested it in historically
stable companies, such as
Google, for a safety net.

So what was their
investment strategy
that netted them
such a high return?
They took a portion
of the money
and invested it in
historically stable
companies, such as
Google, for a safety
net.

PHOTO/KY MCCOY AND MORGAN MENARD.

They followed current
trends closely, choosing
to invest Moderna, one of
the companies developing
a COVID-19 vaccine, and
electric car companies
Telsa, Nio and Xpeng.
Fayette County High’s
investor team of Han-

nah Flintoff, Brooklyn
Wucher, Aaron Franklin,
Lindsey George, and
Hannah Tiede took their
hypothetical $100,000
and increased their total
equity to $102,411.17.
Like the Cleveland
team, they kept up with

current events as well
as used Yahoo.Finance
and the stock market’s
52-week highs and lows
to look for patterns. They
focused on growth by
taking the long strategy
of buying low and selling
high rather than short

North Fayette first-grader
inspires others
SPECIAL TO FAYETTE COUNTY
NEWS

With perseverance
and a positive attitude,
one seven-year-old has
inspired people who are
decades older than she
is.
Born without her left
forearm and hand, Zoe,
a first grader at North
Fayette Elementary, is
a member of the Never
Say Never youth adaptive golf team.
Never Say Never is a
non-profit organization
that helps disabled children and young adults
to overcome adversity
with a positive attitude
through a variety of
sports.
Before joining the
team, Zoe knew nothing
about golf, but she knew
she wanted to prove
something to herself
and others.
“Kids and people like
me don’t get treated
the same as everyone
else because [people]
don’t think we can do

things, so I like to prove
that just because I look
different, I can still do
it. It just might look
different.”
While practicing with
her coach, Big Nick,
who is a double legged
amputee, other golfers
will often come by and
encourage Zoe whose favorite part of golfing is
hitting the balls as hard
and fast as she can.
“I am so proud of her.
Zoe knows what she
wants and will keep
trying until she gets it,”
Zoe’s mom, Mindy, said.
Although she’s been
golfing for less than a
year, the Hixon family
hopes to find more kids
like Zoe who she can
practice with while
bringing awareness to
more adaptive sports
teams for children.
With her bubbly
personality and can-do
attitude, Zoe has one
thing say to other kids
like her, “Be positive
and believe that you can
do it.”

selling where you borrow
stocks, then sell high and
buy low.
The Stock Market
Game, sponsored by
the Georgia Council on
Economic Education, is
based on equity markets
and is designed to give

Robert D. Adamson, Jr.
Managing Partner

Web:
Email:
Phone:
Address:

teachers a tool for showing students how scarcity,
trade, opportunity cost,
voluntary exchange, price
incentive, specialization,
productivity, and many
other concepts play out
in financial institutions
they hear about in the
news almost daily. Unlike
real equity markets,
the Stock Market Game
offers students a safe and
pain-free place to learn
that lessons of market
economics can sometimes
be costly.
As the Congressional
District 3 winners, the
students will be recognized during a virtual
awards ceremony hosted
by the Georgia Council
on Economic Education
on December 16.

www.RADFirm.com
Robert.Adamson@RADFirm.com
(404)-236-9841
1175 Peachtree St NE | Atlanta, GA 30361
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Flat Rock Middle
celebrates Computer
Science Education
Week with special
guests
Flat Rock Middle
students in Ashley Hare’s
business class had the
privilege to hear from a
variety of guest speakers
during Computer Science
Education Week December 7 – 13.  
Computer Science Education Week honors the work of computer sciet
— Special to Fayette County New

Poll finds Georgia Senate
runoff races in virtual
dead heat
ATLANTA — Georgia’s
two U.S. Senate races are
too close to call heading into
the final three weeks before
the Jan. 5 runoffs, according
to a new poll from Insider
Advantage and Atlanta’s
Fox 5.The poll of 500 likely
Georgia voters, conducted
Monday by telephone, found
Republican U.S. Sen. David
Perdue holding a slight lead
over Democratic challenger
Jon Ossoff, 49.0% to 47.8%.
In the other contest, GOP
Sen. Kelly Loeffler held a
similarly narrow advantage
over Democrat Raphael
Warnock, 49.2% to 48.0%.
In both cases, the difference
between the two candidates
was well within the poll’s
4.4% margin of error.“The
Republican candidates have
found their footing,” said
Matt Towery, chairman
of Insider Advantage and
a former Republican state
legislator. “However, that
footing is tenuous, given that
turnout in absentee ballots
cast and early voting thus
far has shown a high level
of African American voter
participation.”Offsetting
that is the huge lead Perdue
and Loeffler enjoy among
white voters, at 68.4% for
both candidates.
— By Dave Williams
Capitol Beat News Service

GMC announces
honors
Georgia Military College recently announced
local students who received academic honors
at the Fayetteville campus for the Fall term.
Students who were
named to the President’s
List had to earn at least a
3.7 GPA or above for the
term while being enrolled full time at GMC.
Local students included Agata Sarkis,
Abigail Alvarez, Mariela
Barajas, Jacob Brown,
Madison Davis, Sydney
Flaten, Derek Freder-

icks, Samantha Grant,
Bruin Hayes, Morgan
Helmbold, Kristopher
James, James Marshall,
Michelle Owen, Ben
Provence, Sarah Rast,
Julia Sohn, and Gracie
Wannemacher, all of Fayetteville; Adam Arnold,
Andrea Arnold, Carolina
Chamorro, Kaitlin Clounie, Jessica Henderson,
Abigail Holland, Ally
Marlow, Thomas Patterson, and Taylor Pessin,
all of Peachtree City; and
Tricia Elliott of Tyrone.
Students who were
named to the Dean’s List
had to earn at least a 3.2
grade GPA or above for

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2020

the term while being enrolled full time at GMC.
Local students included
Anthony Achiu, Jonathan Aguilar, Judith
Aguirre Hernandez, Jacob Anderson, Mohamed
Bah, Emily Beauchamp,
Miles Bouknight, Laurel
Broome, Chelsea Davis,
Solomon Grant, Avery
Griffith, Amina Gul,
Spenser Hewett, Fatima
Lopez, Mariah McMillon,
and Ella Wood, all of Fayetteville; Parker Davis,
Jonathan Hong, Colby
Lau, Annika Lind, John
Nagy, Maggie Phillips,
Abigail Redwine, and
Naomi Wheeler, all of

Peachtree City.
Georgia Military College is currently registering students for Winter
2021 classes which begin
January 11.
GMC is an accredited public-independent
liberal arts college with
fourteen college campuses throughout the state
of Georgia, including a
Global Online College.
“Start Here...Go Anywhere!”
For more information
about Georgia Military
College, go to www.gmc.
edu or like us on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/georgiamilitarycollege or on Twitter and

Instagram @GMCstory.
— Special to Fayette
County News

Find It In
The Classifieds

Dilbert

Peanuts

Got too
much stuff?
Use the
Classifieds!

Garfield

C
RAIG
CRAIG

AUTOMOTIVE
Car Care Center

We’ll Earn Your Business
By Earning Your Trust.

Want a Southside Traffic Report?
Listen to the Craig Automotive
Traffic Center on 92.5 The Bear!

We’ re proud of the quick service we give our customers. If you
can call ahead, so much the better; but if you can’t, we’ll get you in for
service and back on the road as quickly as we can. And we’ll be sure
to discuss any repairs before we start work.
No repairs will be performed without your informed, written
consent, and we will perform only the repairs the vehicle requires. We
will always advise you of any areas of concern, especially safety issues
that warrant re-inspection in the near future. At any time, if there’s
anything you want to know about your vehicle or the repairs we propose, JUST ASK!!! We will gladly answer any questions.
Our professionally trained technicians install only quality,
name brand parts - at a fair price! All parts meet or exceed original
equipment specifications and are backed by a manufacturer’s
warranty.
Remember, you have my pledge on fast service at fair prices. By
keeping this pledge, we hope to have a long-term relationship with
you, to better serve you - and to better service your vehicle. We want
you to be part of our family.

Visit us at
122 Huddleston Road in Peachtree City

770-632-6685

OPEN: Monday-Friday 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

