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Arrest made in 1998 rape case
BY CHRISTOPHER DUNN

CHRISTOPHER@FAYETTE-NEWS.NET

The tireless work of the Fayette County Sheriff’s Office has
cracked a cold case more than
two decades in the making.
On the afternoon of March
24, 1998, Fayette County 911
received a frantic call from a
woman in the northwestern
part of unincorporated Fayette
County.

The first deputies arrived,
securing the home and locating
the victim, who was sexually
assaulted and brutally beaten
by a lone assailant. Investigators processed and documented
the crime scene, and the victim
submitted to a sexual assault
exam and evidence collection at
the then-new Fayette Community Hospital.
Many man hours were poured
into the case canvassing the

neighborhood, conducting interviews and traffic
checkpoints, and
following leads, but
the case went cold.
On Nov. 21, the
Sheriff’s Office
laid out how they
cracked the case,
Arnold
via press release.
“We always knew
the answer to solving this would
lie in the DNA collected during

the sexual assault exam,” said
Sheriff Barry Babb.
Flash forward to late 2019,
newly-promoted Chief Investigator Major Ethon Harper reopened the case. Major Harper
spoke with the victim and got
her permission to relaunch
the investigation, developing
enough probable cause for an
arrest.
“After an initial case review
and strategy session, I handed

the developing investigation
over to one of our best and most
experienced major case detectives, Sergeant Clint Patton. He
has done an amazing job picking up where the team in 1998
left off. None of this could have
been accomplished without the
effort put in 22 years ago,” said
Major Ethon Harper. “Lastly,
there are no words to describe
SEE ARREST, PAGE B2

Fayette County
uncovers 2,700
missing votes
Does not affect outcome
BY CHRISTOPHER DUNN
CHRISTOPHER@FAYETTE-NEWS.NET

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO FAYETTE COUNTY NEWS

Girl Scouts volunteer
at slave cemetery
Girl Scout Troop 16099 recently gave
their time to help clean the slave
cemetery at Antioch Baptist Church.
With over 200 slave graves on about
three acres of land, the troop put in
a tremendous amount of work for a
special cause.

Suspect connected to fires across Ga. on run
SPECIAL TO FAYETTE COUNTY NEWS

The Office of Insurance
and Safety Fire Commissioner John F. King announced
Nov. 17 that a man suspected
to have set multiple fires
across Georgia is on the run.
Most recently, state authorities believe Brandon Morton, 36, set fire to an apartment off of Old Clinton Road

in Gray, a Central Georgia
town.
The City
of Gray Fire
Department and
Police Department were dispatched to a fire
at Dulles Park
Morton
Apartments in
Jones County
where they discovered that

an apartment had been broken into and the living room
sofa had been set on fire.
Local police have put out a
warrant for Morton’s arrest
in this arson case.
“We also suspect that Mr.
Morton is linked to fires in
Metro Atlanta and South
Georgia,” said Commissioner King. “Because he has set
fires across our state, we are

asking all Georgians to be
on the lookout for him and
his black four door Mazda
SUV with a California tag.”
Anyone with information
about Morton’s whereabouts
should call Commissioner
King’s State Fire Investigations Unit at 1-800-282-5804.
Callers can choose to remain
anonymous on this 24-hour
tip line.

As part of the hand recount, Fayette
County located 2,755 votes that were not
in the initial count, though it will not
be enough to affect noteworthy races.
The now-counted votes add 1,577 votes
for Trump and 1,128 for Biden, with the
remaining votes going to Jo Jorgensen
or write-ins. According to Secretary
of State official Garbriel Sterling, the
margin changes about 800 in favor of
Trump, and the margin change is similar and not enough to affect the runoff
in the Perdue-Ossoff senate race.
County Administrator Steve Rapson
laid out where the error came from.
During early voting, the Peachtree
City Library discovered the Dominion
scanners stop accepting ballots once
10,000 ballots have been scanned.
On Oct. 27, the scanner was nearing
10,000, so a Dominion technician was
called. The memory card was removed
and taken by the technician to the
Fayette County Elections Office, with a
new memory card installed. The county election director was not made away
of the change in cards and that there
was now a fifth card in use.
On election night, the election
director was supplied with four memory cards from the four early voting
locations (Fayetteville Library, Fayette
Elections Office, Tyrone Town Hall,
PTC Library), and the four memory
cards were uploaded into the Elections
Management System and totaled.
The memory card included in the
count for the PTC Library was the initial card with 9,625 votes on it. The new
card with 2,760 votes was not pulled
and counted. It remained sealed in the
scanner.
During the auditing process, it became clear there was a miscount from
the memory cards, specifically in early
in-person votes.
During investigating the discrepancy, the use of the fifth card was
discovered, and it was entered into the
Elections Management System, correcting the discrepancy.

Grocer helps out Fayette service club
BY JOHN THOMPSON
JOHN@FAYETTE-NEWS.NET

Just two weeks before the big
Thanksgiving holiday, the Kiwanis
Club of Fayette County was looking
at a bleak holiday.
The club traditionally delivers
turkeys to non-profit groups to
make sure everyone has a happy
holiday, but the club checked with
all the Fayette grocers and none of
the stores could fulfill an order for
75 turkeys.
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After exhausting all the Fayette
options, the club checked with Ellis
Crook of Crook’s Marketplace in
Senoia. Crook, along with his meat
market manager Michael Jackson,
were able to fill the large order for
the club.
The store also provided a truck
and driver, Bud Hinton, to help
deliver the birds.
Thanks to Crook’s Marketplace,
the holiday of feasting became a lot
brighter for many Fayette residents.
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Fayetteville police investigate
theft, meth, indecency crimes

ARREST:
Was made
in Henry Co.

BY JOHN THOMPSON

FROM PAGE A1

JOHN@FAYETTE-NEWS.NET

how it feels to break the news
of an arrest to the victim and
her husband. What an amazing
story of strength, survival, and
devotion to one another.”
District Attorney Marie
Broder, who has cold case prosecution experience, met with detectives and gave her support for
moving forward with an arrest.
On Wednesday, November 18,
2020, they got their man when
Joe Louis Arnold, Jr. was arrested in Henry County. Arnold,
originally of Fayetteville, is
now 45 years old. He is being
charged with rape, two counts of
aggravated assault, false imprisonment, and burglary. He is
currently at the Fayette County
Jail without a bond, pending a
hearing in Fayette County Superior Court.
“Major Harper was working as
a patrolman the day this incident occurred and never stopped
thinking about solving this case
after he became an investigator,” said Sheriff Babb. “When
I promoted him to Chief Investigator, he stated he wanted to
look back into some of our cold
cases. I don’t think I have ever
met anyone that works any harder for justice for victims. He is a
true credit to his calling.”
Babb gave special thanks to
the Georgia Bureau of Investigation Crime Lab, the Federal
Bureau of Investigation Atlanta
Field Office and members of the
US Marshal Service Southeast
Regional Fugitive Task Force for
their contributions to the case.

The Fayetteville Police
Department investigated a
variety of crimes last week.
On Nov. 14 at approximately
6:30 p.m.,the department was
dispatched to Tractor Supply
Company at 939 Glynn St. N
about a theft call.
According to the report,
police met with the complainant/victim, who reported that they just picked up
a Champion Electric Start
Generator from the Tractor
Supply Company.
The complainant stated
that they loaded the generator
onto the back of their pickup
truck and then went back into

the store for approximately
15 minutes. When the complainant returned to their
vehicle, the generator was
missing.
On Nov. 12 at approximately 8 a.m., Fayetteville Police
responded to a call of a white
male being asleep behind the
wheel of a car at the gas pump
at the BP gas station located
at Grady Avenue and Ga.
Hwy. 54.
Police said the officer
arrived on the scene and observed a passenger vehicle at
one of the gas pumps with the
vehicle’s door open. The officer conducted an investigation and located a white male
in the driver’s seat facing the
vehicle’s rear and appeared to

be asleep.
Additional officers arrived
on the scene to assist with the
investigation; the officer had
his K9 partner walk around
the vehicle, and the K9 alerted on the vehicle. The officer
searched the vehicle and located a clear baggie containing suspected methamphetamine and other drug-related
objects based on that alert.
It was determined that the
suspected methamphetamine
and other drug-related objects
would need to be sent to the
Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBI) for testing. The
subject was advised that
criminal warrants for possession of suspected methamphetamine and drug-related

objects were pending the
GBI findings of a test of the
substance.
On Nov. 18, at approximately 3:43 p.m., an officer was
dispatched to the police headquarters to take the report of
an alleged child exploitation
case. According to the report,
an officer and detective met
with the female juvenile’s
complainant/mother.
The complainant reported
that an unknown male had
been contacting the juvenile
requesting explicit photos
online. The complainant
stated the male made several
attempts to obtain explicit
photos of the juvenile, but
none were sent. Witness statements were obtained.

Parents call cops after teen locks herself in bedroom
BY JOHN THOMPSON
JOHN@FAYETTE-NEWS.NET

Peachtree City Police sometimes get
the most unusual calls. According to a
police report, on Nov. 19 at approximately
7:17 p.m., an officer responded to Grand
Prairie Chase in reference to a disorderly
juvenile. The complainant reported their
16 year old daughter was out of control
and locked herself inside her bedroom
after an argument with parents. The situation was mediated and the complainant
declined a charge of unruly juvenile. A
pamphlet was provided with case number.
Other cases investigated include:

• On Nov. 18 at approximately 2:13 p.m.
an officer received a phone report regarding mail theft.
After speaking with the victim, the
report says, it was determined that
unknown persons had stolen a money
order that she placed in the mailbox
outside of the Peachtree City Post Office.
She advised that she placed the money
order in the box around 11.p.m. hours on
Nov.11 or Nov.12. She advised that she
was notified today that the money order
never reached its destination, and it was
cashed Nov.17.
• On Nov. 17 at 1:37 p.m., two officers
headed to the Panera Bread Company in
the Kedron shopping center on a found

property call. According to the report,
the officers met with the store manager
who directed them to the women`s bathroom where a two-inch blue steel revolver
was left. The gun was collected, checked
for stolen through dispatch, then placed
into evidence as found property.
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Ga. Supreme
Court tosses
out case against
former judge
Crawford
BY DAVE WILLIAMS
CAPITOL BEAT NEWS SERVICE

The Georgia Supreme Court Monday dismissed a disciplinary case against former
Superior Court Judge Robert M. “Mack”
Crawford, citing the state Judicial Qualifying Commission’s decision not to seek to
ban him from judicial office permanently.
Crawford resigned from the bench on
the Griffin Judicial Circuit after the
commission recommended he be removed
from office for ordering the Pike County
clerk to disburse $15,672 in court funds to
his personal checking account.
“Critical to our analysis of the evidence,
though, is the fact that Crawford has since
resigned, thereby voluntarily removing
himself from office, which was the very
sanction sought in the formal complaint,”
the court wrote in a 10-page opinion.
“Under these circumstances, we conclude that it is unnecessary for us to
decide definitively whether the evidence
was sufficient to support … his removal
from office.”
Justice Keith Blackwell went further by
casting doubt on whether the court has the
power to ban anyone from holding judicial
office permanently. In a nine-page concurrence joined by three other justices, Blackwell wrote the Georgia Constitution gives
that power only to the General Assembly.
“Any judge may be removed, suspended or otherwise disciplined for willful
misconduct in office,” he wrote. “But a
lifetime disqualification from judicial office strikes me as a greater sanction than
removal or suspension from presently held
office.”
Crawford, a former member of the state
House of Representatives, pleaded guilty to
misdemeanor theft last February and was
sentenced to 12 months on probation. He
resigned the judgeship as part of the plea
deal and agreed not to seek or hold judicial
office during the probationary period.
Crawford was represented before the
state Supreme Court by former Gov. Roy
Barnes.

Fayetteville cancels
Dec.5 Christmas events
Due to concerns over
the recent increase in
COVID-19 cases in the State
of Georgia, Fayetteville’s
Christmas on Main Street
has been canceled for 2020,
including the parade, tree
lighting, and visits with
Santa. The event had been
scheduled for Saturday,
December 5.
Safety measures had been
incorporated into the event
planning, but City Manager
Ray Gibson said Wednesday
afternoon the City leadership expressed concerns
over continuing with the
event due to escalating
COVID-19 cases.
— Special to Fayette
County News

Sandy Creek extends
virtual learning
While the deal with a
COVID-19 outbreak at
the school, Sandy Creek
extended at-home learning
for all students. Originally
intended for Fri., Nov. 13
and Mon., Nov. 16, it was
extended through Fri., Nov.
20, while staff and teachers
report to the building.
“Our virus mitigation
efforts are working,
COVID-19 positive cases
are trending down, and
this is why we will bring
students back to school on
Monday, November 23, and
Tuesday, November 24. We
are continuing to work in
consultation with the Georgia Department of Health,”
said Sandy Creek Principal
Richard Smith in a letter
to families. “As with all of
our work, student and staff
safety is one of our highest
priorities. The decision
to extend synchronous
learning this week was not
made lightly. We know that
students learn best when
they are at school with
their teachers. However, we
believe this is the right step
to take to prevent potential
spread of the virus so that
we can continue to have ongoing face-to-face learning.”
Brick and mortar stu-

FAYETTE COUNTY NEWS

dents were expected to
report back to Sandy
Creek on Mon., Nov. 23 and
Tues., Nov. 24 ahead of the
Thanksgiving holiday.
— By Christopher Dunn

Lawsuit against PTC
under appeal
A lawsuit alleging misconduct will see another
day after the attorney for
John Dufresne said he
would appeal a recent decision by Judge Ben Coker.
Dufresne had sued the
city over a violation of the
Georgia Open Meetings
Act. Coker said he found
no violation of the law and
dismissed the case.
Dufresne also said
the city had no business
serving as the members of
the Water and Sewerage
Authority in Peachtree City
because it was a conflict of
interest.
Last week, Dufresne’s
attorney John Mrosek said
he would appeal the verdict
to the Court of Appeals.
“The concept has been
around since common law
that one group can not
serve on another group
where it has supervisory
power,” Mrosek said.
In his ruling, Coker said
he did not find it illegal
for the city to serve on the
WASA board. The case is
expected to head to the
Court of Appeals next year.
— By John Thompson

SCTC plans sociallydistanced grad
ceremony Nov. 30
Southern Crescent
Technical College President Dr. Alvetta Thomas
has announced that the
college will host the annual
commencement ceremonies on Monday, November
30 at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. at
the SCTC Education and
Training Complex at Ellis
Crossing just north of the
Griffin Campus. This will be
socially-distanced outdoor
ceremony with limited guest
attendance.
This ceremony will honor

Fayette Chamber of
Commerce announces
annual award nominees

graduates from Fall 2019,
Spring 2020, Summer 2020,
and Fall 2020 semesters.
The speaker for the 10 a.m.
ceremony will be Dr. Lily
Henson, Chief Executive
Officer at Piedmont Henry
Hospital. Graduates from all
Allied Health, Arts and Sciences, Business, and Computer Information Systems
programs will participate in
this ceremony.
The speaker for the 2 p.m.
ceremony will be Scott Pearson, President of Peterbilt
of Atlanta, LLC. Graduates
from all Industrial Technology, Film Technology,
Public Safety, and Professional Services programs
as well as Adult Education
programs will participate in
this ceremony.
“We are excited to finally
be able to celebrate the accomplishments and achievements or our graduates,”
said Dr.Thomas. “While we
know the circumstances
surrounding graduation are
not ideal, we cannot wait to
share in the excitement as
each graduate reaches this
most-important milestone in
their educational journey.”
This ceremony will follow
all guidelines for social
distancing to prevent the
spread of COVID-19. Students are asked to arrive
at least one hour before
the ceremony for check
in and seating. Masks will
be required for all students
and attendees. All guests
will be required to view
the ceremony from their
vehicles. Students will be
limited to one vehicle of
guests per graduate, and it
is recommended that guests
arrive early. The parking
lot will open for guests one
hour prior to the ceremony
start times. The ceremony
will be live streamed for all
guests and those at home,
and broadcast through car
radios for guests.
For more information
on graduation, visit www.
sctech.edu/2020-graduation. The page will also be
updated with the link to the
livestream when available.

The Fayette Chamber
of Commerce is proud to
announce the nominees for
the 2020 Small Business
of the Year and Piedmont
Fayette Non-Profit Award
of Excellence.
The first Small Business
of the Year was selected
in 1998. It recognizes a
small business that has
demonstrated exemplary
planning, operations, and
community involvement.
All nominees submitted an
application detailing the
company’s history, growth,
and impact on the industry
or community.
This year’s nominees include are Hanna Brothers,
Jason Hunter Design, Lanier Yardscapes, and Tri-Copy Office Equipment.
The Piedmont Fayette
Nonprofit Award of Excellence, sponsored by Panasonic Automotive Systems
of America, recognizes a
nonprofit that is making
a difference in Fayette
County.
Applications are required for nominations
and a panel of past Chamber chairs select the
winner.
This year’s nominees
include are ClearWater
Academy, Fayette Factor,
Fayette Humane Society,
Real Life Center, Southern Conservation Trust,
and The Rotary Foundation.
The award recipients will
be announced at the Fayette Chamber 2020 Annual
Awards Celebration on
December 9.
Additional awards to
be presented include the
Corporate Citizen Award,
Carolyn Cary Dreambuilder Award, Chet Wells
Award, and the Outstanding Business Person of the
Year Award.
The Chamber thanks
each nominee for the work
that they do to enrich the
Fayette community.

— Special to Fayette
County News

— Special to Fayette
County News
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Bubble
Girl

Thack You: Democracy in Puerile
W

think I am depressed. With all the stuff going on in life – from COVID to the behaviors
in the election, I’ve decided to hide in a bubble. No kidding, I am creating my own fantasy
environment, and I am starting by watching as
many Hallmark Christmas movies that I can.
As of February 2015, Hallmark Channel is available to
approximately 73.4% of U.S.
households with a television.
What have I been missing?
Always thinking they were
cheesy while everyone else
was going gaga over their
movies, I finally succumbed. I
need some uplifting in today’s
LEE
conditions: fake snow, a Santa,
and Christmas decorating
ST. JOHN
should do it.
I recently watched “A Snowcone Christmas.” Have you seen it? Here is the
plot summary: Marty McColeman operates the
coolest (pun intended) snow cone kiosk in St.
Claire, Michigan. He is a second generation
snow cone operator. He and his dad work the
stand six months out of the year and you’d
think it would be the summer months, but NO!
His father is deaf in one ear so only hears
half of what is being said, but he is a pretty
good lip reader. In the first 30 minutes, we see
the town people interacting with the McColemans who they have known for decades and
have come to know and love.
Commercial Break: It’s for Nair Shaving
Cream. I don’t understand having this commercial about shaving one’s legs when the
women in Michigan rarely show their legs.
They either have leggings, boots, slacks, or
mumus. Oh, well.
Back to the storyline. Marty is about 50 years
old. His dad is around 75, and they live together. These two men have one of the most impeccably decorated houses in town. I can’t believe
why two old men go all out to decorate like
that. Beside their own home, we see the entire
town is festive when the McColemans sell their
cones to various visitors and merchants. We
get a glimpse of the town square, its ginormous
Christmas tree with colored lights, and the local bakery where everyone visits all the time,
yet no one gets fat while ordering their muffins, cookies, and hot cocoa. They drink a lot of
hot cocoa. It’s never, “Would you like to go and
get a drink?” It’s “Would you like to go and get
a cocoa?” Maybe they are pouring other stuff
in the cocoa. I’d like that recipe.
Commercial: This time it is for another
Hallmark movie coming soon called “Christmas Puppy.” You know that one is going to be a
tear jerker. It also has tons of decorations, lots
of snow, pretty people with pretty white teeth,
white lights, cocoa, and a dog. Betty White
stars.
When our story continues, Marty is competing for the distinguished title “Snow Cone of
the Year,” which, since he is the only person
who sells snow cones, he has won an unprecedented 20 times since the contest first started
by his dad.
But before he does, there has to be conflict.
Marty has lost this year’s new recipe…a most
unusual flavor for his 21st try – Fruitcake
Snow Cone. It was going to be a difficult flavor,
and he is now in trouble because he is not able
to find it.
Commercial: Betty Crocker and the company
is pushing their fruitcake cake mix. Someone
is doing a good job of researching advertising
sponsors.
Bucky, Marty’s Jack Russell Terrier (there
has to be a dog) saves the day. He finds the
valuable recipe in the trash (dogs always get
in the trash) and returns it to his owner. This
part was a little tricky and hard to believe.
However, “All’s well that ends well” because
Marty wins again.
Cast: Bucky – played by Eddie from TV’s
“Frasier”
Marty McColeman – Henry Winkler
Mr. McColeman - Dabney Coleman (what a
coincidence!)
Even though it’s getting colder, this movie
makes me want a snow cone. I give it 2 stars
because it has a dog and cocoa.
Coming up: a review for “Santa said, ‘You
better not cry or I’ll give you something to cry
about.’”

hen Joe Biden spoke on the
evening of November 7, accepting his illegal presidency, I at once knew the country had
returned to normal.
As he stumbled
through his speech,
I became comforted
by the standard
rhetoric and quickly lost interest. The
banner ad at the
bottom of the screen
encouraged me to
LARRY
switch over to the
USA network for
THACK
the Clemson-Notre
Dame game that
Biden had interrupted.
Trump would’ve held my interest. There’s no way I’d change the
channel if Trump were holding a

Saturday night press conference.
He’s glamorous, funny, hands-some
…… I was planning to go on but have
swooned myself.
Even though Trump will always
be our president, I’d like to fancy the
possibility that he’s gone now and in
turn would like to praise his many
accomplishments. As we all know
Trump’s handling of the pandemic
was in fine fettle. He estranged our
fears with grace and humor and
reminded the nation constantly that
things could be much worse.
Foreign policy was a success
filled with no bridles — as such
we don’t have to pretend we like
China anymore. Trump reformed
our immigration policy — Mexicans sneaking across the border
is now happening in dwindling
numbers. The more easily cage-able

Guatemalan children are all that
remains on our Southern border —
and he kept Guantanamo open for
business. There was also the Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act but more impressively Trump has maintained his
friendship with Treasury Secretary
Mnuchin for a record three years.
Trump’s genocide of manners
perhaps will be his most notable
accomplishment, but rarely is he
commended for the delivery of his
slights. He was as poetic as Andrew
“Dice” Clay and clever as Don Rickles.
Alas times change but I can still
keep an eye on my hero. I’ll just have
to cancel my subscription to the
Wall Street Journal and renew with
People Magazine.
LARRY THACK’S leaf fort is invitation only.

Eight million reasons to talk about leading
cancer killer during COVID-19
Nearly eight million Americans meet screening criteria and are
A
at high-risk for lung cancer due to smoking history, which means
s we round out the
eighth month of the
COVID-19 pandemic,
we must maintain awareness of other diseases that
may cause more serious
complications for vulnerable members of the
population if exposed to
COVID-19. Lung cancer
is the leading cancer
killer in the U.S., but only
a small fraction of the
public is aware of this
fact, according to new
research.
It is estimated that more
than 225,000 Americans
will be diagnosed with
lung cancer and 135,000
will lose their lives to this
deadly disease this year.
Additionally, the lung
cancer death rate among
Black men is 23% higher
than white men, with a
12% lower survival rate
among Black people.
In Georgia, the trends
are even more concerning. The incidence rate is
higher than the national
average, and the five-year
survival rate is lower
than the national average. More concerning is
that only 4.4% of people
at high risk are screened
in Georgia. That number
needs to change immediately.
Moreover, an alarming
number of adults are unaware of these statistics.
According to the 2020
National Lung Health Barometer compiled by the
American Lung Association and Cancer Treatment Centers of America,
only 8% of adults are
aware that lung cancer
is the number one cancer

approximately 48,000 lives could be saved if these individuals got
screened for the disease. Unfortunately, only about 5% in the highrisk group have done so. These numbers could look more optimistic
if people were more aware of risks and screening options.
killer of women in the
U.S. and just 21% of adults
know the disease is the
leading cancer killer of
men.
Nearly eight million
Americans meet screening criteria and are at
high-risk for lung cancer
due to smoking history,
which means approximately 48,000 lives could
be saved if these individuals got screened for the
disease. Unfortunately,
only about 5% in the highrisk group have done so.
These numbers could look
more optimistic if people
were more aware of risks
and screening options.
Early detection and
treatment lead to higher
survival rates. While
everyone should be taking precautions against
COVID-19, those at high
risk should not delay this
conversation with their
doctor, given the critical
importance of screening.
A low-dose CT screening
can decrease lung cancer
mortality by up to 20%
among high-risk adults.
Unfortunately, people
at high risk don’t get
screened for lung cancer
as frequently as other
cancers and only 17%

Find us
online!

LEE ST. JOHN is a 2019 #1 Best Selling Author on Amazon
with her book “Teacher Tattletales and Other Southern Shenanigans and was in the Final Four for 2019 Georgia Author
of the Year with her book, “She’s a Keeper! Cockamamie
Memoirs from a Hot Southern Mess.”

of cases are diagnosed
early, when the disease
is most treatable. When
detected and treated at
stage I, lung cancer has
a five-year survival rate
of nearly 63%. That rate
drops to 41% at stage II;
18% at stage III; and 4% at
stage IV.
So, why aren’t more people getting screened?
Despite the coronavirus
pandemic’s impact on the
normal workflow of many
screening centers, adults
at high risk must work
with their healthcare
provider to get screened
as soon as possible.
Awareness is also low.
Too few adults understand that lung cancer is
among the cancers most
likely to affect women
(20%) and men (34%).
Finally, and perhaps the
most significant barrier
is a lack of support for
lung cancer screening
within our healthcare
system. Current smokers make up more than
one quarter (26.3%) of
Medicaid recipients and,
thus, are at higher risk
for being diagnosed with
lung cancer, yet 10 state
Medicaid programs do not
cover lung cancer screen-
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ings. That must change.
What can be done to
help reverse this trend?
Understanding risk:
Visit SavedByTheScan.
org to determine your
risk by taking a simple
eligibility quiz. If you discover that you are at risk,
speak with your doctor
about getting screened.
Go for routine screenings: For those at high
risk, screening is recommended every year. Hospitals and other screening
facilities have established
COVID-19 precautions
and you can ask for information about how you can
be protected during your
visit.
Talk to your family: If
a loved one might be at
high risk for lung cancer,
discuss the importance
of talking to their doctor
about screening. Your advice might save their life.
One day, COVID-19 will
be a distant memory. Our
aim should be the same
for lung cancer.
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The Meeting Place

Fayette County Commission meets the second
and fourth Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m.
Fayette County Planning Commission meets
the first Thursday of the month at 7 p.m.
Fayetteville City Council meets the first and
third Thursday of the month at 6 p.m.; work session on Wednesday eight days prior to meeting.
Fayetteville Planning Commission meets the
fourth Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m.
Peachtree City Council meets the first and
third Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m.
Peachtree City Planning Commission meets
the second and fourth Monday at 7 p.m.
The Fayette County Board of Education meets
the third Monday of the month at 7 p.m.
Tyrone Town Council meets first and third
Thursday at 7 p.m. Brooks Town Council meets
the third Monday of every month at 6:30 p.m.

Obituaries
Fayette County News A5

Wednesday, November 25, 2020
Jacob Caughman
Carlton
Jacob Caughman Carlton was born to Hewlette
Bernard Carlton and Laura Caughman Carlton on
May 16, 1936, at Sumpter
County Hospital in Americus, Georgia.
Jacob succumbed to
illness on November 17,
2020, at Piedmont Fayetteville Hospital.
He is survived by a
sister, Jency Bowman and
her husband Ed Bowman
of Blairsville, Georgia,
two nieces, Jency Ann
Jordan of Hillard, Florida, and Judy Law and her
husband, Randy Law of
McDonough, Georgia.
Jacob attended Georgia
Southwestern College and

Luther Goss
Luther Goss, 78, of
Fayetteville passed away
November 22, 2020. He was
born in East Point, Georgia to the late Talmadge
and Mary Goss on July
23, 1942. Luther worked
in the grocery industry
for 63 years, and in that
time, he worked three
jobs to support his family. Luther was preceded
in death by his parents;
and his wife of 56 years,
Dorothy Worley Goss. He

Georgia Southern College
for a B.S. Degree.
He also attended Georgia State College, West
Georgia College, and The
University of Georgia to
further his education.
Jacob taught school in
Fulton County, Georgia
for 30 years.
He attended Woolsey
Baptist Church where
he was involved with the
Good News Club.
The family will receive
friends at Woolsey Baptist
Church, 115 Hampton
Road, Fayetteville, Georgia, on Monday, November 23, 2020, 12:00 PM to
2:00 PM.
Services will be held
following the visitation
at 2:00 PM at the church
with the Reverend Chuck

is survived by his children, Chris and Julie Goss
of Fayetteville, Sean and
Wanda Goss of Newnan,
Kim and Mike Wilson of
Brooks, Kirk and Susanne
Goss of Brooks, and Kathy
Goss Padovano of Brooks;
grandchildren, Luke and
Seth Goss, Beth and Traci
Binford, Cody, Chelsea,
Chase, Clay and Caden
Wilson, Madison, Jacob,
Katie, and Jonathan Goss,
and Salvatore and Sofia
Padovano; and several
nieces and nephews. Fu-

Lynette Johnson
Lowell

Chambers officiating.
Interment will take place
on Tuesday, November
24, 2020, at the Lebanon
Cemetery, Old Plains
Highway, Plains, Georgia,
at 12:00 PM.
Mowell Funeral Home &
Cremation Service, www.
mowells.com

neral services will be held
at 10:00 AM on Wednesday,
November 25, 2020 in the
Chapel of Mowell Funeral
Home, Fayetteville with
Pastor Glen Stringham
officiating. Burial will
follow at Brooks Memorial Gardens, Brooks. The
family will receive friends
from 5:00 – 7:00 PM on
Tuesday, November 24,
2020 at the funeral home
Mowell Funeral Home
& Cremation Service, Fayetteville – www.mowells.
com

Mrs. Lynette Johnson
Lowell, age 51, of Milner,
passed away, Monday,
November 16, 2020.
Mrs. Lowell was born
in Bloomington, Indiana
on October 1, 1969. She
was former teacher Day
Care Director, medical
assistant and always excelled in the task she was
doing. Lynette enjoyed
her family being around,
decorating, collecting
things and the outdoors.

Ga. COVID cases
top 400,000
The Georgia Department of Public Health
Sunday confirmed the
total of COVID-19 cases
stands at 404,411, up from
386,949 cases Nov. 15
Fayette County is up
to 2,533 cases, which is
an increase of nearly 200
in a week, and 61 deaths.
Neighboring Coweta
County has 3,437 cases
and 67 deaths. Statewide,
more than four million

She is survived by
husband, Richard Lowell; children, Matthew
Johnson, Justin Lowell,
Lacey Lowell; father and
mother, Lacy and Chris
Johnson; siblings, Sean
Johnson, Melanie and
Kenny Betsill, and son,
Justin Spoone; motherin-law and father-in-law,
Carole and Richard
Lowell, Sr.
A visitation will be
Sunday, November 22,
2020 at 5:00 pm until 7:00
pm at Conner-Westbury
Funeral Home. Funeral

service will be Monday,
November 23, 2020 at
Vaughn United Methodist Church. Pastor Sandra Fendley will officiate.
Conner-Westbury
Funeral Home, 1891 W.
McIntosh Rd, Griffin is
in charge of arrangements.
Please join the family
and friends in honoring
the life of Mrs. Lynette
Johnson Lowell by visiting www.conner-westburyfuneralhome.com
to post your tributes,
memories.

tests have been conducted. The state has a 9.6
percent positive test rate.
Some confirmed cases
from the last 14 days
might not be reflected or
accounted for as recent
illnesses might not be reported yet or might have
pending test results.
Delays in reporting
can cause the number of
COVID-19 cases reported on previous days to
increase and might not
reflect cases that have
yet to be reported. Given

the time taken to conduct laboratory testing,
confirmed cases from a
previous day might be
added to the daily counts
a few days later.
For more information
on COVID-19, visit the
Georgia Department of
Public Health website,
www.dph.georgia.gov.
— By John Thompson
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Catholic Church of Saint Gabriel
152 Antioch Rd • Fayetteville • Parish Office: 770-461-0492
Religious Education: 770-461-0493 • Fax: 770-461-0374
Weekend Mass Schedule

Saturday................................................................................5 pm
Sunday...........................................................8 am and 10:30 am
Weekend Mass By Reservation Only. Call office for assistance.

Weekday Mass Schedule

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, & Friday.............................9 am
Confessions........................................Saturdays, 4 pm - 4:30 pm
All weekend Masses will livestream outside (weather permitting)
in the courtyard. Please bring your own chair. No reservations needed.
*Masks are required. Doors will be locked as soon as Mass starts.*

Holy Days of Obligation contact Parish Office - www.STGabrielGA.com

IS THE TIME
FOR PLANTING
JUST ARRIVED!

Mums

Several Sizes & Multiple Colors

Fall Flowers

Pansies • Snapdragons • Violas

ARRIVING DAILY!

Fall Decorations

Corn Stalks • Wheat Straw
Gourds • Pumpkins

15

%

OFF

Trees
of the

Month

les
Japanese Map
Blood Good
Crimson
Coral Bark

Just Arrived!

NEW
SHIPMENTS
Encore Azaleas
Several Colors

NOW

19.99

$

Reg. $24.99

Specialty
Plants
1
Spirals
Pompoms
Weeping
Blue Cedars

5%

OFF

JUST ARRIVED! Plant Your Veggies
Cabbage • Garlic • Fruit Trees
Broccoli • Lettuce • Apples • Peaches
Bring In Your
ers!
Contains he
lp you

Let our expert t your
an
pick out and pl u.
yo
r
fo
r
te
an
pl

FREE

Landscape Estimate
with coupon

One coupon per customer.
Expires 10/31/20

Complete Landscaping, Irrigation, Lighting,
Hardscape Installation & Maintenance Service

770-461-4860

1120 Highway, 85 S • Fayetteville
www.artoflandscaping.net
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State says stay
home to reduce
COVID-19 risk
BY JOHN THOMPSON
JOHN@FAYETTE-NEWS.NET

The COVID-19 pandemic
is causing families to make
difficult decisions about
their 2020 Thanksgiving celebrations. In a news release
issued Nov. 19, the Georgia
Department of Public Health
(DPH) urges all Georgians
to plan ahead and take steps
to reduce risk of exposure to
COVID-19 and the flu as they
celebrate.
COVID-19 spreads easily
whether gatherings are
large or small, putting
families and friends at risk
– especially individuals who
are elderly or have underlying medical conditions.
The safest way to celebrate
Thanksgiving this year is
to stay home and celebrate
with people in your own
household.
“The surge of COVID-19
infections in Georgia and
across the country means
we must rethink our idea of
a traditional Thanksgiving
this year,” said Kathleen E.
Toomey, M.D., M.P.H., DPH
commissioner. “Each family
must assess the risk of exposure to COVID-19, especially
among elderly or medically
fragile individuals, as they
weigh the decision to host or
attend a holiday gathering.
Everyone needs to follow
the guidance of wearing a
face mask, social distancing,
and washing your hands frequently. And get a flu shot.”
If you do plan to spend
Thanksgiving with people
you don’t live with, take
steps to reduce the risk
of getting or spreading
COVID-19 or the flu. The
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
recommends individuals
who have not lived in the

household during the two
weeks ahead of the holiday
(members of the military
or college students home
for the holiday) stay in a
separate area of the house
with a designated bathroom,
if possible. Other recommendations include:
• Wear a mask with two
or more layers to stop the
spread of COVID-19.
• Stay at least 6 feet away
from others who do not live
with you.
• Remember that some people without symptoms may
be able to spread COVID-19
or flu.
• Wash hands often with
soap and water for at least 20
seconds.
• Bring your own food,
drinks, plates, cups, and
utensils.
• Wear a mask, and safely
store your mask while eating and drinking.
• Avoid going in and out
of the areas where food is
being prepared or handled,
such as in the kitchen.
• Use single-use options,
like salad dressing and condiment packets, and disposable items like food containers, plates, and utensils.
• Limit the number of
guests.
• Have conversations with
guests ahead of time to set
expectations for celebrating
together.
• Clean and disinfect
frequently touched surfaces
and items between use.
• If celebrating indoors,
make sure to open windows.
• Limit the number of
people in food preparation
areas.
For more information
about safely celebrating
Thanksgiving log on to cdc.
gov/.../daily-life-coping/holidays.html.
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| THIS WEEK IN FAYETTE COUNTY HISTORY |
November 14, 1910
Fayetteville School news
A school meeting was held at
the Courthouse on November 14,
1910 at 7:30 P.M.
The trustees, as well as the
teachers, are delighted that the
school has grown and become too
large for the building. They have
an enrollment at present of between 180 and 190 students with
a regular attendance of about 140
to 150. The work for children is
now over for this year and those
who have been picking cotton
are now returning for study in
the school. They have a seating
capacity of about 145, with practically every room full. If all those
students who have been enrolled
should come one day, they would
have to rent room as well to seat
them.
Source: Fayetteville News
By: CB Glover

1964
The Story of Banks Road
Many years ago, Effie Davis
moved into the neighborhood
where Raymond Banks lived.
When they got to 9th grade, they
started courting and soon Raymond asked Effie’s father if he
could marry his daughter, and
they were engaged. They married
after graduation on December
24th, 1939.
They moved to Newnan, then
to Augusta, North Carolina
following better paying jobs. In
1946, their first child was born,
and they decided to move back to
Fayette County. A family friend,
Parker Dorman, was selling some
property near Raymond’s parent’s house, and Raymond and
Mr. Dorman struck a deal, with a
$20 down payment.
In 1959, a son, Abe, was born,
and they soon realized they
needed more income to maintain
the farm and educate two children. They had leased 12 rows of
grapes from a friend, Mr. Eidson,
and they decided to plant some
grapes to earn some extra money.
When they would pick grapes
near the road, people would stop
and ask to buy some. Every day,
they had to say, “These are sold,

come back in a day or two.” More
grapes were planted, so everyone
could have fresh grapes. Soon the
Banks Vineyard was born.
In 1964, the road where Effie
and Raymond Banks lived still
had no name, and the county
officials were busy naming all the
roads. Since no one else lived on
the road, the sensible thing was
to name the road Banks Road.
As time went on, and the county
grew, Banks Vineyard began
selling produce as well as grapes
from a small barn near the road.
Growth continued, and now there
is a Banks Station and Banks
Crossing and many more people
live on Banks Road.
Fayette Portraits Fall 1991, from an article
by Stacy Smith and Nina Wooten (Nina is the
granddaughter of Effie and Raymond Banks)
Adapted by Jane Strickland

November 3, 2017
Walter Frances Cowart Reeves
Walter Frances Cowart Reeves,
98, of Inman GA, Fayette County,
passed away on November 3, 2017
after a long and full life. Frances
was born Jan. 8, 1919 in Union
City, GA. Frances graduated from
Campbell County High School
and enrolled at the University
of Georgia at age 16. There, she
majored in Social Sciences, graduating Magna Cum Laude in 1939
and accepted as a member of Phi
Beta Kappa, Phi Kappa Phi and
Alpha Lambda Delta. She received her Master’s in Economics
in 1940. At the outbreak of World
War II, she enlisted in the Women’s Army Corps (WACS). During
several deployments, she rose to
the rank of 1st Lieutenant.

Frances Cowart Reeves at Fort Dix,
N.J., in December 1945.
She moved to Fayette County
in late 1948 and bought a small
farm, to raise chickens and
trace-mineralized vegetables
while she taught science at
Fayette County High School. At
a housewarming party, Frances
was introduced to Frank Reeves,
a local farmer, civic leader, and
World War II veteran. Discovering mutual interests, the two
were married in 1950. Three
sons and two daughters followed.
While raising a family, Frances
taught high school for two years,
served as secretary for the local
Farm Bureau chapter, sold World
Book Encyclopedias, prepared
tax returns, was Chair of the Fayette County Democratic Executive Committee, a Board member
of the Fayette County Historical
Society and writer of “A Short
History of Fayette County,” and
was an editor at Fayette County
News.
Frances was honored as Fayette
Woman of the Year, the Fayette
NAACP Citizen of the Year,
and received the 2006 WXIA-TV
Community Service Award. The
United Way Volunteer Award
is named in her honor. For her
work with Fayette Senior Services the garden there was built
in her honor.
By Tony V. Parrott
Source: Obituary in Fayette County Historical
Society Family File
Fayetteville Enterprise June 12, 1952

Matress & More

Is Slashing Prices
Like You’ll Be Slicing Turkey This Month!

Call or Text

770-487-2040 www.callpowers.com

Keep your home HEALTHY and
SAFE for the holidays with Bipolar
Ionization! Proven 99% reduction
rate for COVID-19!

$575

Price includes installation
when you mention this ad!

$25 off

Any Repair or Service

** Cannot be used off the diagnostic fee or combined with any other offer.
Present coupon at time of service..

Save Big
on that new
mattres
mattre
ss for your
Family & Friends

Mattress & More
1307 HWY 85 N FAYETTEVILLE GA 30214
770.716.7600
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Senior pup Bubba has searched
over a year for a family

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO FAYETTE COUNTY NEWS

Bubba has been searching for a forever family for
over a year, and he really
wants to settle down.
Local rescue group
Coco’s Cupboard has
been caring for the sweet
10-year-old boy for well
over 400 days, and they
want nothing more than

Robert D. Adamson, Jr.
Managing Partner

Fall into a great deal!
Join the Fayette Chamber now during
our Fall Special & recieve:
14 months of membership
for the price of 12!

!
S
U
N
d BO

adde

ONE FREE TICKET to the

Annual Awards Celebration

Contact us today to get your
membership started!
CALL: 770-461-9983
EMAIL: cindi@fayettechamber.org

Web:
Email:
Phone:
Address:

to find him his new home.
Bubba loves to go on
walks and does well with
most dogs, though he’s not
fond of cats.
Please help him find his
very own home for the
holidays. For information
on adopting Bubba, go to
cocoscupboardinc.org.

www.RADFirm.com
Robert.Adamson@RADFirm.com
(404)-236-9841
1175 Peachtree St NE | Atlanta, GA 30361

Fayette nears 120,000
in population
A study released by the
Atlanta Regional Commission shows Fayette
County nearing 120,000
in population. ARC estimates the population at
119,400, up from 118,000
in 2019.
The study examines
the various programs
the group provides to
the county. The group
has provided $15 million in federal and state
transportation funds
allocated by ARC to the
county. Projects include:
multi-use path at Redwine Road and Starrs
Mill School Complex;
and resurfacing Beauregard/Redwine Road,
Peachtree Parkway
South, and Tyrone Road.
The ARC also provided
more than $649,000 in
state and federal funds
to Fayette Senior Services for direct services
provided to Fayette residents, including congre-

A7

gate and home-delivered
meals, in-home support
services, transportation,
and case management.
ARC’s RSVP Volunteer
Program clocked 3,129
volunteer hours and
reached 11,352 individuals.
More than $250,000
was provided to Tyrone
and Fayetteville for Livable Centers to upgrade
the cities infrastructure.
— By John Thompson

Do you want to
sell or buy?

Use the
Classifieds!
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Fayette Senior Services December events and programs
Kick It to the Curb –
Wednesday, December
2 – 1:30 p.m. to 2:30
p.m. Fayette Senior Services (FSS) – Fayetteville
location at The Life Enrichment Center, 4 Center
Drive: Turn your home
into a jaw dropping show
stopper as people head
down your street! Karen Jackson with Karen
Jackson Designs shares
simple ways to add curb
appeal to your house. Get
tips on outside updates
and decorating ideas that
will have your yard the
talk of the neighborhood.
This program is FREE
but pre-registration is required. Call 770-461-0813
or email register@fayss.
org (include name, phone
number and event title)
to register. FSS members
and non-members welcome. www.Fayss.org.
Home For the Holidays – Thursday,
December 3 – 1:30 p.m.
to 2:15 p.m. Fayette
Senior Services (FSS) –
Peachtree City location
at The Gathering Place,
203 McIntosh Trail: This
year, more than ever, the
holidays are going to feel
different. No matter if
you’ve lost someone close
this year or you aren’t
able to gather with family due to the pandemic,
the holiday blues may set
in. Jennifer Yaeger, Clinical Director and Owner
of Sea Glass Therapy
shares ways to cope with
loneliness during the holidays in addition to ideas
for staying connected
with family and friends
such as zoom, facebook,
cards, and gift exchanges
through the mail. This
program is FREE but
pre-registration is required. Call 770-461-0813
or email register@fayss.
org (include name, phone
number and event title)
to register. FSS members
and non-members welcome. www.Fayss.org.

A Day That Will Live
In Infamy – Monday,
December 7 – 1:30 p.m.
to 2:30 p.m. –Fayette
Senior Services (FSS)
– Fayetteville location
at The Life Enrichment
Center, 4 Center Drive:
On December 7, 1941, a
Japanese dive bomber
descending upon the
U.S. naval base at Pearl
Harbor in a ferocious
assault. Historian Robert
Jones takes us back in
history as he delves
into the details of this
surprise attack on the
United States where more
than 20 naval vessels, 8
battleships, and 300 airplanes were destroyed.
Over 2400 Americans
died and another 1000 left
wounded, thus leading
to the declaration by
President Roosevelt of
war with Japan. Robert
will be joining this class
virtually via zoom. This
program is FREE but
pre-registration is required. Call 770-461-0813
or email register@fayss.
org (include name, phone
number and event title)
to register. FSS members
and non-members welcome. www.Fayss.org.
The 12 Sprays of
Christmas – Monday,
December 7 – 1:30 p.m.
to 2:30 p.m. Fayette
Senior Services (FSS) –
Peachtree City location
at The Gathering Place,
203 McIntosh Trail:
There is no doubt that
certain smells remind
you of the holidays! They
bring back fond memories of time with family
and friends. Tana Lee,
President of the Holistic
Chamber of Commerce
helps us keep our homes
fresh with holiday scents.
Create your own natural air fresheners using
essential oils. Made with
several beneficial ingredients, these natural,
chemical-free air fresheners will be sure to provide the perfect holiday

scent while keeping your
home smelling lovely
for the holidays. Choose
from 12 different scents
to make your favorite.
Make three different
sprays to take home with
you. This program is $15
and includes all materials. Pre-registration is
required and payment
must be made at the time
of registration. Call 770461-0813 or stop by any
location to register. FSS
members and non-members welcome. www.
Fayss.org.
Light Up the Gaddy’s
– Wednesday, December 9 – 1:30 p.m. to
2:30 p.m. Fayette Senior
Services (FSS) – Fayetteville location at The
Life Enrichment Center,
4 Center Drive: When
someone asks where to
go see Christmas lights
around Fayette County,
the most common answer will most likely be
The Gaddy’s! Join Gwen
Gaddy, one of the mastermind’s behind the local
icon and hear the story
of how Gaddy’s lights
came to be. Discover
how it’s grown over the
years, what the displays
mean, their experience
being on a TV show, and
what it takes to put this
on each and every year
for the community. This
program is FREE but
pre-registration is required. Call 770-461-0813
or email register@fayss.
org (include name, phone
number and event title)
to register. FSS members
and non-members welcome. www.Fayss.org.
Feel the Pain –
Wednesday, December
16 – 1:30 p.m. to 2:30
p.m. Fayette Senior Services (FSS) – Peachtree
City location at The Gathering Place, 203 McIntosh
Trail: Pain can be so
difficult to handle, and
throw in chronic pain
and it seems it is never

ending. Join Independent
Insurance Agent and retired nurse Mary Harrs
as she defines chronic
pain for us and discusses causes, symptoms
and treatments to help
manage it. This program
is FREE but pre-registration is required. Call
770-461-0813 or email register@fayss.org (include
name, phone number
and event title) to register. FSS members and
non-members welcome.
www.Fayss.org.
Main Stream – Friday, December 18 –
1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Fayette Senior Services
(FSS) – Peachtree City
location at The Gathering Place, 203 McIntosh
Trail: These days, you
can get great TV options
without paying the premium of cable provider
contracts. Que streaming
services! Beth Campbell
with Brightmoor shares
more about Netflix,
Amazon Prime Videos,
and Hulu that are used to
stream tv shows, movies,
documentaries and more.
Learn about the benefits
to streaming services as
well as the major differences to cable providers
to help you make the
right decision for you in
using one or not. This
program is FREE but
pre-registration is required. Call 770-461-0813
or email register@fayss.
org (include name, phone
number and event title)
to register. FSS members
and non-members welcome. www.Fayss.org.
Breathe It All In –
Friday, December 18
– 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Fayette Senior Services
(FSS) – Fayetteville location at The Life Enrichment Center, 4 Center
Drive: Life is beautiful
but can be challenging!
Stress and anxiety can
lead to chronic health
problems, sleep diffi-

culties, and rob us of
our peace.  In times like
these, more than ever, we
need a way to calm down
and have fun! Join Kimberly Mapel with Kimberly Maple Counseling
and learn how to breathe
better to calm your
body, mind and spirit in
order to live a happy and
tranquil life! By learning basic breathing and
relaxation practices, you
can improve your overall
health and well-being,
find your center, and
manage stress more
effectively. This program
is FREE but pre-registration is required. Call
770-461-0813 or email register@fayss.org (include
name, phone number
and event title) to register. FSS members and
non-members welcome.
www.Fayss.org.
I’m Watching You –
Monday, December 28
– 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Fayette Senior Services
(FSS) – Fayetteville location at The Life Enrichment Center, 4 Center
Drive: Do you want a simple way to live a healthier
and happier life? A smart
watch might be your best
answer. Discover how
smart watches can be
used to reach your contacts through calls and
texts, call for help in case
of emergency, improve
your health and fitness,
customize and manage
your daily goals, provide directions to your
desired location, among
so much more. Best of
all, you can achieve these
features without taking a device out of your
pocket. Join Retta Smith
and find out how these
easy-to-use watches can
do more than tell time.
This program is FREE
but pre-registration is required. Call 770-461-0813
or email register@fayss.
org (include name, phone
number and event title)
to register. FSS members

and non-members welcome. www.Fayss.org.
Resolution Mindset –
Wednesday, December
30 – 1:30 p.m. to 2:30
p.m. Fayette Senior Services (FSS) – Peachtree
City location at The
Gathering Place, 203
McIntosh Trail: It’s time
to start thinking about
those New Year’s Resolutions. By now, you may
have set some you’d like
to focus on, but how sure
are you you’ll stick to it?
Kathryn Martin, Health
and Life Coach with
Well Fit Journeys, talks
about resolutions and our
mindsets. Discover why
people make resolutions
at the start of every year,
what makes them successful or not, how our
minds play a major role
in it, as well as ways to
be successful in achieving set resolutions. This
program is FREE but
pre-registration is required. Call 770-461-0813
or email register@fayss.
org (include name, phone
number and event title)
to register. FSS members
and non-members welcome. www.Fayss.org.

Fayetteville seeks
members for board
positions
The City of Fayetteville
is currently seeking
enthusiastic members
for the following board
positions beginning
January 2021: Downtown
Development Authority,
Ethics Board, Library
Board, and Planning
and Zoning Commission.
Please visit our website
at www.fayetteville-ga.
gov for more information
and application or contact
Anne Barksdale, City
Clerk at abarksdale@fayetteville-ga.gov or 770-7194159. Deadline to apply is
December 14, 2020.

LIVING SHOULDN’T
REQUIRE A
MEMBERSHIP.
Why should a service like air medical require a membership?
During an emergency, is this the first thing on your mind? What if the
membership service is not the closest? What if they don’t have the
necessities that our flying ICU can provide? What if these differences
could save your life?
Air Methods doesn’t have memberships. And we have you covered in
Georgia. We concentrate on working with your insurance company to
manage your out-of-pocket costs. When you consider how often you use
air medical, the savings become very apparent. We think it’s a better
model for everyone, especially you.
Stop paying for an air medical membership you really
don’t need and start living. Details at AirMethodsNMR.com

Average out-of-pocket cost
for Georgia patients using
Air Methods:

$142

*

(includes co-pays and deductibles)
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FAYETTE COUNTY

Wednesday, November 25, 2020

Fayette County News B1

McIntosh to Northgate in season finale, 42-13
BY CHRISTOPHER DUNN
CHRISTOPHER@FAYETTE-NEWS.NET

McIntosh’s quest to
end 2020 on a high note
was unsuccessful as
they were plundered by
the Northgate Vikings,
42-13.
The Vikings were
rude hosts. Tay Lee
returned the opening
kickoff 88 yards for a
touchdown and a lightning-fast 7-0 lead.
As quickly as Northgate scored, McIntosh
was equally methodical
in their response. They
drove 80 yards, burning
10:30 off the clock, with
Ben Anderson moving
the chains five times by
himself. Anderson finished off the drive with
a 3-yard run, and an Arthur Richez extra point
tied the game at 7-7 late
in the first quarter.
Unfortunately for the
Chiefs, the Vikings had
more quick scores in
their arsenal. It took
just two snaps into
the second quarter,
a 37-yard bomb from
James Paige to Preston
Lindros and a 25-yard
TD run by DJ Reid, to
pull back in front.
Their next series was
just as electric, with
Reid breaking free for
a 59-yard touchdown to
extend their lead to 21-7.
McIntosh tried to narrow the gap before the
half. They drove past
midfield, keyed by a
21-yard pass from Hayes
Herzog to Theo Elwell,
but a pair of Viking
sacks knocked them out
of scoring range.
The Vikings tried for
one last score of their
own, but Anderson
returned the favor with
a sack on the final snap
to send the game into
halftime.
The Chiefs opened the
second half with promise. Anderson picked up
a pair of first downs on
the ground, and Herzog
and Elwell connected
again for 22 yards, but
another crucial sack on
third down ended the
push.
Northgate scored on
their next two series
with a 10-yard Reid run
and a 44-yard Paige
scamper to lead 35-7
heading to the fourth
quarter.
Herzog went back to
the air for a trio of first
downs on their first series of the final quarter.
Joseph Pressell hauled
one in for 12 yards,
and Marcus Malone
caught passes for 12
yards and 14 yards to
get into the red zone.
Herzog handled the rest
himself, scrambling for
a 15-yard touchdown.
The extra point attempt
was blocked, making it
a 35-13 game with 5:21
to play.
McIntosh thought
they got the ball right
back with Grant McKenzie recovering the
ensuing onside kick, but
the officials ruled it did
not go 10 yards.
Northgate made sure
to put the game away,
slowly driving 49 yards
and burning all but
the final minute off the
clock. Reid punched it
in from one yard out for
the final blow in the 4213 game.
Ben Anderson finished the night with 124
yards and a touchdown
on 26 carries. Hayes
Herzog completed 9 of
13 passes for 121 yards
and added a rushing
touchdown. Theo Elwell
was his top receiver,
catching 3 passes for 58
yards.
The Chiefs finish the
season 0-10.

PHOTOS BY CHRISTOPHER DUNN | FAYETTE COUNTY NEWS

Ben Anderson piled up 124 yards and a touchdown against Northgate.

Hayes Herzog scrambles for a 15-yard touchdown.

Marcus Malone caught 3 passes for the Chiefs.

Mason McPeters tries to elude the defense.
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Student athletes recognized for positive
contributions to school and community
SPECIAL TO FAYETTE COUNTY NEWS

A successful athlete is more than
someone who excels at their sport. Those
who make their marks on the sports
world and leave behind legacies also
show strength in integrity, ethics, leadership, and sportsmanship.
Individual athletes from all five of
Fayette County’s high schools are the
epitome of those who are destined to be
remembered for both their extraordinary athletic abilities and interpersonal
skills. The following students have been
selected as winners of the 2020 Positive
Athlete Georgia award in their sport
for the South Atlanta Region: Nicholas
Smiech, Boys Soccer, Whitewater High;
Cal Bowles, Boys Lacrosse, McIntosh
High; Oghosa Omobude, Girls Lacrosse,
Fayette County High; Lexi Edwards,
Girls Cross Country, Starr’s Mill High;
and Helen Sorme, Girls Swimming and
Diving, Sandy Creek High.
These student athletes were among
over 5,000 throughout the state who were
nominated for the award by coaches,
teachers, parents, and fans for their
positive outlooks, actions, and inspiration to others. Only about seven percent
of nominees are recognized. A total of 30
athletes from the South Atlanta Region
received the award.

Starr’s Mill’s Ratliff
honored for support
of school journalists
The Georgia Scholastic
Press Association (GSPA)
has awarded a second
administrator at Starr’s
Mill High with its coveted
Administrator of the Year
award.
Shane Ratliff, athletic
director and assistant
principal, is the recipient
of the 2020 award. Principal Allen Leonard was the
school’s first administrator to receive the award
in 2018.
The GSPA Administrator of the Year award honors an administrator who
has demonstrated strong
support for the journalism
process, which includes
administrative access,
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Whitewater, Fayette, Starr’s Mill
prep for playoffs
Whitewater already had a playoff spot
wrapped up, but they still brought their
best into their regular season finale.
The Wildcats went on the road and beat
Harris County 21-14, topping the Tigers
for the three-seed out of the region. The
Wildcats (5-5) travel to play the Woodward Academy War Eagles (6-4) in
round one of the state playoffs.
Fayette County (7-2) is riding high.
They completed a tremendous regular season as the two seed out of their
region and had Friday off as a preplanned bye week. The Tigers are now
refreshed as they prepare to host their
first home playoff game since 2007

when the North Oconee Titans (4-6)
travel to Fayetteville this Friday.
Starr’s Mill (9-1) rolled to their fifthstraight region title. Northside canceled their Nov. 20, giving the Panthers
a week to rest up for the postseason.
They open up at home against Mundy’s
Mill (4-6).
Sandy Creek was left on the outside
looking in. Prior to the season, a game
dropped off their schedule when an
opponent was forced to cancel their
whole slate, and COVID-19 quarantines
at the Tyrone school led to three other
cancellations, leaving them with just
six games played and not enough wins
to make the postseason.
— By Christopher Dunn

Helen Sorme, girls swimming and diving,
Sandy Creek High.
Positive Athlete Georgia celebrates
high school student athletes and coaches who give back, are involved in their
schools and communities, overcome
difficult circumstances, and embody the
organization’s seven definitions of a positive athlete: optimistic attitude, encouraging teammate, servant leader, heart
for others, admits imperfections, always
gives 100 percent, and puts team first.

support of the publication
in pursuing controversial
issues, financially supporting the publication,
and in general, fostering
a culture of journalism
support within the school.
According staff at “The
Prowler,” Ratliff has
helped them secure tickets for state playoff games,
assisted in partnerships
with coaches, and helped
set up the 100th episode of
“Coach’s Corner.” When
purchasing a new scorer’s table for the school’s
basketball teams, he opted
for a longer table so that
the journalists could have
a court-side seat next to
the statisticians. The staff
also notes that Ratliff
granted access to a new
social media platform that
will strengthen the pub-

lication’s bond with the
athletic department.
— Special to Fayette
County News

Need
cash
fast?

GET THE SHOT
NOT THE FLU!
DRIVE-THRU FLU CLINIC
Available for individuals 6 months
of age and older
Fayette County Health Department
140 Stonewall Ave W Fayetteville, GA 30214
Thursday, December 10, 2020
from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
65 and older can get the high dose for $55, or no cost if you have
Medicare or it is covered by your insurance.

Follow us on
Social Media::
@FayettecountyDPH4 &

Sell
Your
Junk
Today!

@District4Health
@d4publichealth
@d4publichealth

FREE for individuals
64 years of age
and younger

district4health.org

Absolute Medical
Weight Loss of Georgia

Lose the Weight
and

KEEP IT OFF!
ial
c
e
p
S off
10% visit!
initial

Don't Wait to Call:

844.584.4286
or

678.817.5677
1307 Highway 85 N, Ste. B
Fayetteville, Georgia 30214
www.absolutemedicalweightloss.com

AQUIRE REAL-WORLD

ENROLL
TODAY!

WITHOUT
STUDENT LOAN BILLS

SPRING
SEMESTER
BEGINS
JANUARY 7

SKILLS

     

     
        

www.sctech.edu
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Peachtree City Library
December calendar
Library Closes at
5:00pm December
21-23, 2020, 10:00am—
5:00pm December 28-31,
2020, 10:00am—5:00pm
Library Closed Thursday, December 24, 2020
Friday, December 25,
2020 Friday, January 1,
2021
Advanced Voting for
the Runoff Election
at the Peachtree City
Library
Advanced Voting for the
Runoff Election begins
Monday, December 14,
2020. Complete dates and
times to be announced at a
later date.
Friends of the
Peachtree City Library
Annual Membership
Meeting: Thursday, December 3rd, 2020, 2:00pm
—Virtual Session
All members of the
Friends of the Peachtree
City Library will receive
an access code before the
meeting. If you are interested in joining, please
visit the Friend’s website at
https://ptclibraryfriends.
org.
Red Cross Blood
Drive Friday, December
4th, 2020, 10:00am3:00pm —Floy Farr
Room
The Peachtree City
Library will be hosting a
Red Cross Blood Drive on
Friday, December 4th. Use
Sponsor Code: PTCLibrary
when making your appointment, however walkins are also welcome. The
Blood Drive will be held
in the lower level of the
Peachtree City Library in
the Floy Farr Room. Please
use the lower level entrance. Register at https://
tinyurl.com/yx97mxf3
Call for Gently Used
Board Games: December 1st—18th, 2020, —
Peachtree City Library
The Peachtree City
Library is looking for
gently used games for the
community to check out
as “honor” copies like our

puzzle collection. We’re
looking for board games,
card games, dice games,
puzzles. All games should
have all the pieces, be
family friendly, and come
in their own containers
(not storage baggies). We
cannot accept games that
require batteries, that need
a computer, console or other hardware to play. Please
do not donate any games
that have been damaged by
water, mold, dust and the
like.
Local Small Business
Shout-Out: December
1st—23rd, 2020

To celebrate our local
small businesses, the
Peachtree City Library is
putting out a call for local
small business owners to
send us their info so we
can give them a shoutout on our Facebook
Page. This call is open to
small business owners
in Peachtree City and
Fayette County, GA. Sorry
we cannot accept submissions from direct sales or
franchise owners. Apply
on Google Forms: https://
forms.gle/NhyWJKU34X6kp7f38
Know Your Library:
How to use MANGO
Languages: Thursday, December 10th, 2020, 11:00am
—Zoom Session
December is Learn a
Foreign Language Month.
Librarian Cherese will

FAYETTE COUNTY NEWS

walk you through signing
up and in using MANGO
Languages. MANGO Languages is FREE with your
Peachtree City Library
PINES library card. Learn
over 70 different languages
right on your computer,
tablet, or phone. Practice
what you’ve learned with
books you can check out
from our foreign language
section in both our Adult
and Children’s collection.
Registration required. Register at https://peachtreecitylibrary.eventbrite.com.
Kids Holiday TakeHome Craft: December
14th—19th, 2020
Stop by the Peachtree
City Library the week before Christmas to pick up a
Holiday craft for children
ages 3 & up. We provide
the supplies to decorate

Garfield

your paper holiday tree.
You provide the glue, color,
and creativity. Supplies are
limited.
Crafting at the Library: Clothespin
Snowflake: December
14th—19th, 2020
Stop by the Peachtree
City Library during the
week to pick up supplies
for a Clothespin Snowflake. Then tune in to the
Peachtree City Library’s
Facebook Page to watch
the instructional video on
how to bring it all together. Supplies are limited.
“Tele” Teen Book
Club: Wednesday, December 16, 2020, 5:00pm
—Phone Conference
The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas
Sixteen-year-old Starr
Carter moves between two
worlds: the poor neighborhood where she lives and
the fancy suburban prep
school she attends. The uneasy balance between these

B3

worlds is shattered when
Starr witnesses the fatal
shooting of her childhood
best friend Khalil at the
hands of a police officer.
Khalil was unarmed. What
everyone wants to know is:
what really went down that
night? And the only person
alive who can answer that
is Starr. ~Synopsis taken
from Goodreads.com
Teens ages 13-18 are welcome to sign up to join the
Peachtree City Library’s
Teen “Tele” Book Club.
Teens will meet once per
month to read and discuss
books in the Young Adult
genre. All meetings will
be conducted by phone and
last between 30-45 minutes.
A toll free phone number
and access code will be
sent by email to participants on the morning of
the book discussion.
Registration Required.
Register at https://
peachtreecitylibrary.
eventbrite.com.

Peanuts

Dilbert

NO MORE GUTTER CLEANING,
OR YOUR MONEY BACK GUARANTEED!
CALL US TODAY FOR

A FREE ESTIMATE

15

%

OFF

AND!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

Promo Number: 285

1-877-735-0477

10

%

OFF

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

+

5

%

OFF

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. ** Offer valid at estimate only. CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #107836585501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 41354 License# 99338 License# 128344 License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License#
2106212946 License# 2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# H01067000 Registration#
176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# C127229 Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H

C
RAIG
CRAIG

AUTOMOTIVE
Car Care Center

We’ll Earn Your Business
By Earning Your Trust.

Want a Southside Traffic Report?
Listen to the Craig Automotive
Traffic Center on 92.5 The Bear!

We’ re proud of the quick service we give our customers. If you
can call ahead, so much the better; but if you can’t, we’ll get you in for
service and back on the road as quickly as we can. And we’ll be sure
to discuss any repairs before we start work.
No repairs will be performed without your informed, written
consent, and we will perform only the repairs the vehicle requires. We
will always advise you of any areas of concern, especially safety issues
that warrant re-inspection in the near future. At any time, if there’s
anything you want to know about your vehicle or the repairs we propose, JUST ASK!!! We will gladly answer any questions.
Our professionally trained technicians install only quality,
name brand parts - at a fair price! All parts meet or exceed original
equipment specifications and are backed by a manufacturer’s
warranty.
Remember, you have my pledge on fast service at fair prices. By
keeping this pledge, we hope to have a long-term relationship with
you, to better serve you - and to better service your vehicle. We want
you to be part of our family.

Visit us at
122 Huddleston Road in Peachtree City

770-632-6685

OPEN: Monday-Friday 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
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#20194

$4,750
$2,500
$4,250
$1,000

2020 Ford F150
SUPER CREW XLT

Ford Rebates
XLT Discount
Mike Fitzpatrick Discount
Trade Assistance

$4,500
$3,500
$1,750
$2,250

#20344

2020 Ford EXPEDITION

Ford Rebates
Mike Fitzpatrick Discount
FMCC Rebates
Trade Assistance

$3,750
$3,250
$2,000

#20016

2020 Ford EXPLORER LIMITED

Ford Rebates
Mike Fitzpatrick Discount
Trade Assistance

‘11 KIA SORENTO CX

#20141

$5,000
$3,000
$2,000

2020 Ford EDGE

Ford Rebates
Mike Fitzpatrick Discount
Trade Assistance

$
10,000
OFF

‘14 FORD EDGE SEL

#20252A, Nav, Leather, 84K............................................... $16,990

‘17 CHEVROLET DOUBLE CAB

#20411A, V8, 38K ............................................................... $29,990

SERVICE:
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Saturday 7:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

‘19 LEXUS RX350 L

#21002A, Leather, 88K ....................................................... $14,990

#20429A, Roof, 21K............................................................ $48,990

#20231A, Work Van, Ladder Rack, 74K ............................. $15,990

‘17 NISSAN NV200

‘10 FORD F150 XLT 4X4

#P3465A, 5.4 V8, 104K Miles, Nice! ................................. $15,590

‘15 FORD FUSION SE

#20357A, V6, Nice! ............................................................ $10,990

SEE OUR ENTIRE INVENTORY & PHOTOS
at MikeFitzpatrickFord.com

$
9,000
OFF
‘17 FORD EXPLORER XLT
#20514A, Ecoboost, Sport Appearance Pkg., 38K ...........$29,990
‘17 FORD EXPLORER XLT
#P3469, Leather, Nav, 42K .............................................$29,990
‘18 FORD EDGE TITANIUM
#20359A, Nav, 18K .......................................................$29,990
‘18 FORD EXPLORER LIMITED
#20422A, 20” Wheels, Roof, Nav, Only 18K Miles .........$32,990
‘19 FORD EXPLORER XLT
#20580A, Roof, Nav, 30K...............................................$33,990
‘17 FORD EXPEDITION LIMITED
#20549B, 4x4 Max, Roof, Nav, 77K ................................$35,990

$
12,000
OFF
‘18 ECOSPORT SE
#20503B, Only 10K Miles!.............................................$18,950
‘18 FORD FUSION SE
#20328A, Appearance Pkg., 21K ....................................$21,990
‘17 FORD ESCAPE TITANIUM
#P3463, Roof, Nav, Only 16K Miles! ..............................$24,990
‘16 FORD EXPLORER XLT

#P3449, Leather, 38K.....................................................$28,990

‘17 FORD EXPLORER XLT

#20378B, Ecoboost, Auto, Only 8K Miles! ......................$27,990

‘18 FORD MUSTANG

#20358A, Leather, Roof, Nav, 59K..................................$26,990

$
12,500
OFF
• 172-point inspection by factory-trained
technicians
• 7 year/100,000 mile warranty coverage
‘17 FORD ESCAPE SE
#20299A, Heated Seats, 73K.........................................$15,990
‘18 FORD ECOSPORT SE
#20557A, Roof, 23K Miles.............................................$16,990
‘19 FORD FIESTA SE
#20393A, Roof, Only 9K Miles .......................................$16,990
‘18 FORD FOCUS SE
#P3468, Only 14K Miles! ...............................................$17,990

SALES:
Monday - Saturday
9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

*All vehicles are plus tax, tag & Title and subject to prior sale. Must have approved credit with Ford Credit for special financing, Level 0, 1, or 2. Not all buyers will qualify. See dealer for qualifications and details. Expires 11/31/20.

Drive, Newnan, GA 30263
MikeFitzpatrickFord.com • 770-502-FORD (3673) 238 Bullsboro
(Less than 1 mile from I-85)

STUDENT ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

Cross Country

Chandler
James

Whitewater High School

Football/Competition Cheerleading

Brooke
Killingsworth

WEEK OF OCTOBER 19

Fayette County High School

Denver
Oates

Football

Hayes
Herzog

Brooke is a tremendous athlete who gives 100% despite all
of the obstacles she has faced. She is strong, courageous,
and positive. Her headstrong spirit, determination, and
dedication has helped lead our team to do great things!

Boys Cross Country

McIntosh High School

In only his second year on the team, Chandler has
stepped into a leadership role. He keeps the team in
order, leads stretches and encourages teammates. He
is focused, friendly and a wonderful asset to the team.

Starr’s Mill High School

Eva
Launay-Fallasse

Hayes is a three-year starter for the Chiefs. He
excels in the weight room and the classroom. He is
a pleasure to coach. He knows how to Win the Day!

Jared
Davis

Cross Country

Jared has been the leading tackler in every game
so far this season as well as carrying the ball on
offense. Jared has shown great leadership on and
off the field this year.

Football

Our Lady of Mercy

Eva has consistently been a top finisher. She finished
third overall at South Metro Championships and looks
forward to going to the state meet for the first time.

Sandy Creek High School

Taliah always has a smile on her face and is
eager to help her teammates. She is enthusiastic,
knowledgeable, and an asset to our team. She is a
big help to her coaches, too!

Cheer

Meah
Palmer

Whitewater High School

Football

Brennen
Schmitt

WEEK OF OCTOBER 26

Fayette County High School

Nicole
Smith

Competition Cheer

Lizzie
Bloy

Brennen excels in the classroom and on the field.
He helped lead the Wildcats to a victory going 4/4 on
PAT’s, 2/2 on Field Goals. He also held McIntosh to -20
yards on every possession by kicking 7 touchbacks.

Volleyball

McIntosh High School

Exuding enthusiasm and positivity, Meah is an exceptional
athlete. Her skills with regard to jumps and technique have
developed immensely over the season. She always has a
smile on her face and a positive attitude.

Starr’s Mill High School

Cross Country

Gianni
Del Pilar

Lizzie’s physical and mental strength provides a
foundation for the rest of the team. Her precision
and positivity guide others.

Andre
Kelly III

Our Lady of Mercy

For the season, Nicole has 34 aces, 332 kills, 26
blocks, and 223 digs.

Cross Country

Gianni had a great cross country season. Although
a freshman, he finished as one of the schools top
five runners at the state meet.

Sandy Creek High School

Andre has a great work ethic and is dedicated to
being the best runner on the course at every meet.

